- Lajpat Rai Tells of Great Hindu Renascence

Famous Indian Lawyer -Sa_,)rs That Present-Day Trend of His
Country's Art, Literature, and Religion Is Toward Nationalism

By Joyce Kilmer.

OR years there has been in
progress in Indiza a move-
ment sirlidngly analopous to
the Celtic renascence in Ire-
land. Accordmmg to Lajpat
Hai, a distinguished lawyer

of Lahore, thé capital of the Ponjab, now

on a visit to New York City, the re-
pacscenca of India’s ancient poetry, art
and crafts, drama and religion, is inev-
ftably producing a revival of India’s
national spirit. Engldnd is not blnd to
the simnificance of this renascence, but

Ber efforts to hinder the literary

artistic expressions of India’s soul

unavailing.

For years the New Nationalist move-
ment has claimed much of Lajpat Rars
time and energy. The New Natiopalist_
movement has as its goal to obtain for
India self rule, not necessarily severance
from the British Empire, but partnership
in it—home rule, in fact, like that now
enjoyed by Canada, Australia, and South
Africa.

Although Lajpat Rai 1s an uncom-
promising advocate of the .Natiopalist
cazse, he has always counseled pro-
cedure by evolutionary and not by revo-
jutionary measures, by agitation and
education and not by bomb throwing.
On the platform znd in the newspapers
he has endeavored, he says, to prevent
revolution, in what he believes the only
possibie way to make this endeavor, that
iz, by urging the Brivish Government to
inaugurate and carry out honestly a
policy of justice to the Indian peopla.
He believes that if the British Govern-
ment complies with India™s just demands
there will be no revolution.

In 1907, Lajpat Ral was sdized and
sent to prison in Burmah. There he
was held for six months, without a trial
and witheut being teold the nature of his
offense. He was su:n<rted of sedition,
but no evidenre wa= found, his real
offense having been, he =ays, that he
was a Nationalist and was working
openly . and legally to secure greater
literty for India. After his relezse he
brought suit against two newspapers,
arie in India and one in London, that
had acecused him of sedition, and in both
spits he was victorious.

I asked Lajpat Rai te tel]l something
of the intellectual and spimitual renas-
cence which is so closely identified with
Indtan Nationalism. He said:

“¥ do not think that I would say that
the religious and literary repascence in
India is merely a companion of the
Nationalist movement. Rather, the
present  Nationalist movement arose
from the religious and literary renas-
cence.

“ About 1830 there eame into being a
passionate desire for 2 re-establishment
of the ancient literary, social, and re-
Rgious ideals of the Indian people. One
of the first leaders of thought to be
prominently identified with thizs move-
ment was a Bengali gentleman namcod
Raja Ram Mohan Rai. He founded =
new church called Brahmo Samaj.

“Raja Iiam BAichan Rai wassfellowed
in hkis work by the father of the now
world-famous Rabindranath Tagere and
others. Rabindranath himself has played
no small part in the renascenca by means
of his songs and stozies,

“ The next step toward the renascence
was the Arya Sama) movement. This
was founded by a scholar named Daya
Nanda Saraswati; an ascetic of the high-
est order. Daya Nanda Saraswatl knew
na language but his mother tongue and
Sanskrit. Then eame the school of
Swami Vivekananda.

“There have been several minor
movements with similar effects zo far
ag the renascence is concerned. The
aim of all these movements has-been to
place before the people the ancient
Indian ideals, and to show them that
rot enly pelitically -but also intellectually
. they have had a gorious past.

“You see cne of the first effects of
contact with the West was to put into
the minds of ‘the péople educated mmder
modern conditions the idéa that India
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had no achisvements to her credit, and
must depend entirely upon what the
British Government might condescend to
teach her. 2

“As a resulf the British Government
Anglicized practically every department
of life. Methods of education, ideals of
art and architecture, social standards,
and religious conceptions of a thoroughly
British kind were imposed from without.
The theory of the renascence is that the
old order i= In many respects more saited
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to the genius of the people and is fun-
damentally more sound thah the new.

“For example, take the matter of
government. From time immemorial
the wvillage had been the unit of govern-
ment in India, The villages were small
republics, administering their own af-
fairs, levying their own taxes, regulating
their own educationul system, acpd hold-
ing their land in common for the bene-
fit of the community. The right of prop-
erty was not in the individual but in the
village; the land was divided for culiiva-
tion aeccording to the needs of the dif-
ferent families.

“ These villages had few dealings with
the Central Government. They paid th&
Central Government lump sums on ac-
count af revenues, and when great crimos
oceurred within their precinets they were
called upon to give up the criminals to
justice, Similarly, most of the internal
affairs of the large towns and cities
were managed without direet reference
to or interference by the Central Gov-
ernment. . :

“In the arts and industries, India,
before the establishment of British rule,
was for the most part a country ef
cottage industries. The artisans and
craftsmen manufactured their own
wares, and sold themn at their own prices,
resorting te the capitalist only for oce-
casional help. .

“ The British Government changed all
this. The Government centralized the
whole systém of administration, remov-
ing from the villages and towns every
vestige of self-government.”

# But how has this afiected India’s in-
tellectnal and artistie Tife?* I asked.
“ What has been done in regard to the
cottage industries and the literature of
the people? ™

“ Indigenous arts,” said Lajpat Raj,
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“were praclically destroyed Cheap art
of warious kinds was imported from
Eurcpe. The nobility 'and the wealthy

. people began to purchase European art

products and to look down upon ihe
native artists. Shakespeare, Miltdn,
Shelley, and Tennyson tock the place of
the classie Indian poets, and the English
language came to ba regurded as the
hall-mark of civilization ard cultare.
Similarly, our religious and socizal ideals
were being praduzlly sapplanted. In
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every form of thooght and life, the West-
ern ideals were gaining the supremacy.”

“ But what was becoming of the large
number of Indian writers?™ 1 ashed.
“What were they doing?™

“ They were starving,” said Lajpat Rai.
“"You see, the writers of India always
had been maintaired by donations and pa-
tronage. They had been well provided
for, and the fact that they were depend-
ent was not {thought to be to their dis-
credit; indeed, they had the highest place
in the social hierarchy. From the point
of view of property, they were poor, but
they were held in the highest esteem by
all the Indian people. Ther were the
makers as well as the dispensers of laws.
It is true that in time they converted
themselves inte a priestly class,-and so
sometimes abused their Ystatus. Never-
theless, when they perceived literary
genius outside their cirele they at once
recognized it. Latterly tHere was no
organized theatre, but there were numer-
ous irequent public recitals of amcient
epics, with oceasional dramatic repre-
sentations.

# All this eulture was destroved by the
adyent of English rule. The Western
ideas of literature and of the position of
the writer were introdueed, with the re-
sult that the native poets were ruined.”

“Then it was the introduetion of the
printing press,” T suggested, * that
ruined the literature of India?"”

“The introducticn of the printing
press,” Lajpat Rai answered, “in com-
pany with a foreign system of govern-
ment and education. Under a native
Government, the introduetion of the
printing press might have been beneficial.

“In the Government schools all higher
education- is in English. Throughout
India English iz given first place, it
being impessible for any ong ignorant of
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English to obtain a.decenf Government
position. ~ While the teaching of the

native languages is not forbiddem, the

university examinztions are of such a’
character that the pupils preparing for
them have little opportunity and time to
study the elassical tonpues on which the
vernacular is based. The classieal lan-
gwages of India occupy only a secondary
position. So, before the renascence all
scholarship was Englich in character, and
consequently not of first class. English
opens the deor to all decent positions; &
is necessary in trade and in commerce.

“ S0 there came about the disappear-
ance and degradation of naiive schools
of literzture. The native writers lost
their high position and the patronage
gpon which they depended for a hiving.
Ostensibly the Government tried to re-
store the vernacular, but it was a half-
hearted attempt and foredcomed to fail-
ure. Poets flourish only where there is
appreciation of them, and a language
and a literature eannot be restored by
Government decree,

“ One of the most important phases of
the renascence is the Swadeshi Move-
ment—that is, the *country-made move-
ment. Yom see, heavy export duties
were put on home-made goods, and Eng-
lizh goods were imported practically free
of duty. Of course, this crippled the na-
tive ¢raftsmen. In the eighteenth cent-
ury India was a great manufacturing
country, with an extensive shipping in-
dustry. In those days, millions’ worth
of goods, especially =silks, fine c¢ot-
tons, and woolens, were sent to
Eurcpe, and the products of the Indian
hand looms were purchased by royalty.
Now these products have disappeared, for
they could not compete with the cheap
produects of English mills brought in free
of duty. Fuorthermere, nothing was done
to introduce into India modern systems
of industry.”

With reference to the literary aspects
of the renascence, Lajpat Rai said:

* Indian =cholars are trving to con-
stract a history of Hindu culture and
literature based upon their own investi-
pgations, instead of, as heretofore, on the™
authomty of Egropean scholars.

“ Similarly, many ¢bjects of Indian art
have been unearthed and exhibited A

*new school of indigenous art has arisen,

with independent lines of thought and
work. The effort of the Nationalist
artist iz to bring forward and keep m
evidence the distinetly national char-
acter of Indian art. A brother of
Tagore is one of the leaders aof the new
indigenous art movement. '

“Another significant occurrence is the’
revival of the Indin theatre and Indian
musie. In Calcutta, in Bombay, in Guje-
rat, and in other cities there have been
established theatres in which the old
Hindu dramas are presented. A new
dramatic literature is springing up
whirh takes as its theme the gndent
literature ef tre country, or the coun-
try’s customs and needs. In this connee-
tion I may mention the recitals of Indian
music which are being given by Ratan
Bevi to American audiences.

“There has also been a revival of
Indian ideals of architecture. There is
a great agitation going on as to the style
to be adopted for the architecture of
Delhi, the new capital of India.

“0Of course, you have heard of thre
‘Bavgad Gita.” The theme of this elassic
is that if it is a duty te fizht war shounld
not be eschewed. It should be indulzed
in not for worldiy rewards, but out ef a
sense of duty alone. Now, it hap-
pens that most Nationalists who have”
been brought inte eourt have had this
book in their posseszion. As a resnlt,
the * Bavgad Gita’ is uader suspicion, and
whken z Nationalist iz arrested his Louse
5 searched for a copy of the suspected
book te be used in evidence against him.

* All efforts to write or reproduce biog-
raphnies of eminent patriots or revolution-
ists of the West are discouraged. Some
years ago 1 wrote in the vernacular .
brief biography of Mazzini. When this
iz found in the house of a suspect it is
made an exhibit in evidence agaipst him*®



