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DEDICATED
TO THE
LOTUS FEET

OF THE

GREAT SAVIORS OF ALL NATIONS.






“O Lord! As rivers rising from different
mountains run crooked or straight toward one
ocean, so all special religions, rising from
various standpoints, run crooked or straight
toward Thee—the Infinite Ocean of Existence,
Intelligence, Bliss and Love.”









PRrEFACE

the stories connected with their lives and
miraculous deeds are similar to those of Jesus
the Christ. Furthermore, it has been my ob-
ject to show that the universal religion of
Vedanta embraces the teachings of all the
Saviors of the world and that it establishes
harmony among all sectarian religions.

May the reader outgrow the narrow limita-
tions of his creeds, doctrines and dogmas and
see through the light of Vedanta the grandeur
of the “Unity of Godhead under variety of
names and forms,” and reach the ultimate
goal of Absolute Oneness with Brahman, the
Infinite Spirit. This is the earnest prayer of

THE AUTHOR.

VEDANTA ASHRAMA,
West Cornwall, Conn., Aug. 18, 1911.
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KRISHNA AND HIS TEACHINGS.
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GREAT SAVIORS OF THE WORLD

na at the close of the present cycle and realizes
that whosoever worships Him attains to sal-
vation and eternal happiness. Krishna Him-
self promised this in the Bhagavad Gita:
“Giving up all the formalities of religion,
come unto ME, follow ME, take refuge with
ME. I shall make thee free from sins and
shall give thee Eternal Life; grieve not.”









ZOROASTER AND HIS TEACHINGS.

















































































































































































GREAT SAVIORS OF THE WORLD

to wish good to others, to have a clear heart,
to acquire learning, to speak the truth, to sup-
press anger, to be patient and contented, to be
friendly, to feel shame, to pay due respect to
the old and young, to be pious, to respect our
parents and teachers; all these are the friends
of the good man and enemies of bad men.”

Such are the teachings of Zoroaster, the
great Prophet and Savior of Iran.
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Lao-Tze and His Teachings

THERE are three religions in China:—
Confucianism, Taoism, and Buddhism; or in
other words, we may say that the religion of
China inculcates the tenets of Confucianism,
Taoism, and Buddhism. For nearly two thou-
sand years these three have existed in perfect
harmony, moulding the social, political, moral
and religious ideals of nearly four hundred
millions of people. Confucianism and Taoism
are religions indigenous to the country, while
Buddhism was introduced from India in the
year 65 A. D. The founders of the former
were Confucius and Lio-Tze, both of whom
lived at the same time in the Sixth Century
B. C. It is very remarkable to notice how the
tremendous tidal wave of spirituality inun-
dated the Asiatic Continent, revealing four
great shining stars, the perfected souls on the
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LAo-Tze aAnp His TEACHINGS

their breasts and their nails have grown so
long that they curl around their necks. Some
of them are over three hundred years old,
according to the Taoists of China.

Chwang-Tze, the renowned follower of
Lao-Tze, was a great sage. He realized Tao,
and interpreted the Master’s ideas in his lucid
and elegant style. He considered the world
as a dream. He says: “How do I know that
the love of life is not a delusion? And that
the dislikes of death is not like a young per-
son’s losing his way, and not knowing that
he is (really) going home? . . . Those
who dream of (the pleasures of) drinking,
may in the morning wail and weep ; those who
dream of wailing and weeping may in the
morning be going out to hunt. When they
were dreaming they did not know it was a
dream; . . . but when they awoke they
knew that it was a dream. And there is a
great awaking, after which we shall know
that this life was a great dream.”*

*Sacred Books of the East, Vol XXXIX, pp.
104-195.
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1.A0-Tzr anp His TracHINGS

tion of Tao through self-conquest is the at-
tainment of Salvation. '

“The Heaven-honored One says: ‘Sincerity
is the first step towards (the knowledge of)
the Tao; it is by silence that that knowledge
is maintained; it is with gentleness that (the
Tao) is employed. The employment of sin-
cerity looks like stupidity; the employment of
silence looks like difficulty of utterance; the
employment of gentleness looks like want of
ability. But having attained to this, you
may forget all bodily form; you may forget
your personality ; you may forget that you are
forgetting. He who has taken the first steps
towards (the knowledge of) the Tao knows
where to stop; he who maintains the Tio in
himself knows how to be diligently vigilant;
he who employs It knows what is most subtle.

““ “‘When one knows what is most subtle, the
light of intelligence grows (around him);
when he can know how to be diligently
vigilant, his sage wisdom becomes complete;
when he knows where to stop, he is grandly
composed and restful.

“‘When he is grandly composed and rest-
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GREAT SAVIORS OF THE WORLD

ful, his sage wisdom becomes complete; when
his sage wisdom becomes complete, the light
of intelligence grows (around him); when
the light of intelligence grows around him,
he is one with the Tao.

““This is the condition which is styled the
True Forgetfulness;—a forgetting which
does not forget; a forgetting of what cannot
be forgotten.

““That which cannot be forgotten is the
True Tao. The Téo is in heaven and earth,
but heaven and earth are not conscious of It.
Whether It seem to have feelings or to be
without them, It is (always) one and the
same.’ ¥

*Sacred Books of the East, Vol. XL, pp. 266-267.
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