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THE METAPHYSICAL MAGAZINE, as its name implies, is devoted
to a scientific examination of the laws of being; to a study of the
operations and phenomena of the human mind; and to a systematic
inquiry into the faculties and functions, the nature and attributes, of
the soul—the e¢go of mankind. To this end contributions will be
presented from writers in many lands who have attained eminence
in various fields of scientific research.

Having no pet theory to exploit, this periodical will be free from
all tendency to fanaticism in any form. Our sole aim is to discover
and proclaim the truth concerning the constantly increasing number
of vital problems which are agitating the world of thought. In the
attainment of this object, we shall open the pages of this review to
the intelligent discussion of all matters pertaining to the advance-
ment of man’s spiritual self.

While the views expressed in signed articles may not always be
editorially indorsed, we are convinced that in the psychic realm there
is a sphere of knowledge almost entirely unexplored; that man’s
highest 'and best powers are yet to be demonstrated ; and that a
correct understanding of his own inner nature and endowments will
result in a more perfect expression of the idea in creative Mind which
he is intended to manifest.

Unbiassed by prejudice, undaunted by the tenacity of error and
tradition, and free from the dominance of preconceived opinion, THE
METAPHYSICAL MAGAZINE is respectfully dedicated to the thinking
world.
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THE COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE HISTORY
OF RELIGIOUS BELIEFS.

BY T. W. RHYS-DAVIDS, PH.D., LL.D.*

I REGRET very much to notice that the comparative study
of the history of religious beliefs is sometimes called the study
of comparative religion. The expression has the advantage of
brevity, but it cannot be said to be equally happy from the
point of view of accuracy. And this is only one of several
other apparently unimportant usages which tend to deprive
one of the most fascinating branches of modern studies of its
real significance and importance. As I pointed out as long
ago as 1881:

“ There is a way of comparing religions one with another which leads to
mere truisms. It is not uncommon even now to find such comparisons
made with the object of invoking interest in other religions than our own, by
showing that they teach some things which are also held among us. The
Sinhalese have an epithet which they apply in good-humored sarcasm to
Europeans, and which means “ fellows with hats, hat-fellows” (Z0fp:-
karayo). These fellows with the hats and eighty-ton and electric cars and
other signs of artistic and spiritual pre-eminence, are sometimes gifted with a
sublime and admirable self-complacency which leads them to be surprised
when they find simple truths of morality, or good sense in philosophy, taught
among peoples who are not white and who go bare-headed. . . . I beg
to deprecate very strongly . . . the habit of judging other religions by the

* Professor of Pali and Buddhistic Literature, University College, London.
7
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degree of resemblance they bear to our own. There are ideas in Buddhism,
for instance, with which we can heartily sympathize. But the most instruc-
tive points in the history of that, or of any other religion, are often those with
which we can least agree.”

There is another method of studying other religions, which
leads people astray; that is, the endeavor to found on any sim-
ilarity of ideas which presents itself in two religions the con-
clusion that the latter of the two has necessarily borrowed from
the older. There are many things, for instance, in Buddhist
legends and Buddhist sayings which bear at first sight a most
striking resemblance to passages in the New Testament. But
it does not therefore follow in the least that any borrowing has
taken place. Chalk cliffs in China may resemble chalk cliffs
on the southern coast of England, but they have no connection
one with another, except that both are the result of similar
causes.

There is yet another wrong method in the comparative
study of religious beliefs; that is, the method which seeks to
compare religions in order to find out the points in which they
all agree, on the ground that the universal testimony of man-
kind must of course be true. This is only the guod semper,
quod ubique, quod ab ommnibus of the Catholic Church applied
in a way which makes it much the same as another old saying
— Vox populi vox Dei. As a matter of fact the most universal
and catholic beliefs, such as those in witchcraft and astrology,
are usually the most erroneous. If a belief has been widely
held, that only means that it fits in with the average intelli-
gence of the majority of mankind, and a greater writer has re-
minded us of the fact that most men are the contrary of wise.
We are not likely to find an infallible guide concealed behind
the veil of multiform error. And the only trué method of the
comparative study of religious beliefs is as wide as the poles
asunder from all this self-complacent and superficial work. To
understand the spirit which ought to animate it, would it not
be well to consider for a moment the real meaning of the latest
method in historical inquiry generally, and then to apply the
results to this special and most interesting branch ?
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If most men of the passing generation were asked to name
the distinguishing characteristic of the present age, they would
very probably answer that it is the progress of science. The
newspapers are never tired of telling us of the ‘ wonderful
works ” of steam and electricity. And even in our schools of
learning we find the old studies being pushed aside to make way
for technical instruction in scientific matters. So entrancingly
interesting are many of the problems raised, so full of promise
are the results achieved, so rich in pecuniary profit and worldly
advantage are the applications of some of those results, that
many of the most vigorous and acute intellects find themselves
attracted to these new studies. It would be impossible now,
and would not be desirable even were it possible, to attempt to
impose any check upon the enthusiasm which adds so much not
only to our comfort but to our knowledge. There is another
side, however, to the question, which should not be forgotten.
It is not only theologians who have cause to complain of the
evils of a too exclusive devotion to what are properly called
scientific pursuits. And there is a real truth in the objections
felt by many earnest minds to the materialistic tone which too
often accompanies the exclusive familiarity with material things.
It is a truism that no amount of progress in science can help us
to solve the ultimate problems of existence, can find for us a
guiding rule in the conduct of life, or can give us a decision on
any of those questions in religion which have still lost none of
their importance in the minds of men.

From this point of view it is a source of reasonable regret
that in our most ancient and famous schools of learning the
question of education should still be discussed as. one between
literature, or especially classics, on the one hand, and science on
the other. The reason why this is so is simply historical. At the
time when our ancient seats of learning were first established it
was precisely the literature of Greece and Rome that contained
within itself all that, apart from theology, was then held most
essential to education. For it acted upon the minds of those
familiar with it like the discovery of a new world full of a wis-
dom and a culture that were at the same time a revelation and
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an incentive. It was almost inevitable that each new university
should be founded on general lines similar to the older existing
ones, whose fame loomed so large in the minds of the founders
of the new. And now we find the advocates of science jeering
with ceaseless mockery at the foolishness of studying dead lan-
guages that are of no use to anybody, and exclaiming with
bitterness at the neglect of the study of the real facts of nature,
so full of immediate material advantage to mankind. In this
battle between classics and science it is not difficult to see on
which side the advantage lies, to which side victory inclines.
Judged by the standard of the money expended—a very excel-
lent test of popularity in this age of the worship of Mammon—
we see that science is very rapidly gaining. In the newest uni-
versities it is technical instruction which is chiefly emphasized.
Classics are scarcely pursued beyond the point required for the
technical purposes of the pedagogue, and a complete mastery
of the classics is almost unknown. While even in the older
universities the new buildings erected, the new professorships
founded, the new museums opened, and the new books bought,
are overwhelmingly in favor of the scientific as against the
classical branch of education. It seems as if there could be no
doubt as to the ultimate result, and that classics are doomed to
fill a comparatively insignificant rdle in the education of the
future. '

But is it quite certain that the battle will always lie between
classics and science ? Is it not possible that the question may
assume another aspect ? Side by side with the discoveries of
science, with which the classical man has often no sympathy,
the last generation or two has seen the rise also of another
field of inquiry—the discovery of new literatures for which the
classical man often feels little less than contempt. There is no
necessity to discuss the point whether, even as literature, this
contempt for the wisdom of the East is entirely justified. For
with this discovery of the documents has arisen a new method
of using them, diametrically opposed to the method by which
the study of classical literature has for the most part been pur-
sued. The classical student might perhaps be able to afford to
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despise the literature, but the new method of inquiry has come
to stay. That method is the comparative study of historical
data ; the method of looking at a literature—not at all with the
object of finding in it the Absolute Truth, or of picking out in it
striking phrases and poetical beauties—but of finding out, by a
comparison of the course of human thought, in different ages
and in different countries, the’sequence of ideas which has de-
veloped from the earliest beginnings of thought into what is
called the civilization of to-day.

It is not too much to say that this new method, applied not
only to the data already known, but also the new discoveries in
Egypt and Mesopotamia, in India and in China, is fast tending
to revolutionize our ideas of history. When we were boys his-
tory meant the study of a century or two of Greece and Rome,
oblivious of the centuries that lay behind. Then with a jump
we came to the French Revolution. And an epitome of the
battles and politics of our native country was held to complete
the picture. The history of Greece and Rome was called “an-
cient history.” And in “ancient ” and “ modern ” history alike
the stress was laid upon romantic incidents and personal adven-
tures, upon fights and dynastic intrigues, rather than upon the
evolution of social institutions and the growth of human ideas.
There was no trace of what, for want of a better word, we must
call Weltgeschichte, and each event recorded was regarded as
completely isolated, unconnected, as cause or as effect, with
what followed or with what had gone before.

But in the new method all this has been changed. The
personal details, the stories of battles, the perfidies of courts,
have faded into insignificance. To the eye of the scholar who
is learning year by year to have a clearer vision of the great
panorama of history, the matters that loom largest are the
social institutions, the religious beliefs, the scientific theories,
and the philosophical ideas which continue steady in their
growth and change, while dynasties rise and fall.

Documents known so long are eagerly scoured afresh for the
evidence they throw upon these new problems. And each new
document, as it comes to light, and yields up its secrets to the
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patient explorers in the newer fields, is judged—not only from
the artistic but chiefly from the historical standpoint—by the
new evidence it affords to confirm, or throw light upon, the old.
Each new fact is not regarded as an isolated experience; but,
compared with similar facts occurring elsewhere under similar
conditions, is found to fit into the general scheme as a lost
piece fits into an imperfect puzzle. ln this way it gains a new
importance. The old Brahmins cannot compare for a moment
in artistic power with Homer or Hesiod. But the interpreta-
tion of their uncouth hymns has shed a flood of light upon the
history of the conceptions which finally grew out into the phil-
osophies of India and of Greece; and it has helped us to
understand the manner of the growth of religious conceptions
throughout the world. The law-books of the Brahmins contain
no personal details, have no literary beauty, and tell us nothing
about what laws humanity should now enact or carry out. But

- they throw the most valuable light on the growth of institu-
tions in that master race of the world to which we have the
honor to belong; and they have given us a solid basis for an
impregnable theory of the history of law.

All this is of no moment to the utilitarian on the one hand,
or the dullard on the other. For those who judge of the ad-
vantage of a study from the point of view of its usefulness only
—meaning by its usefulness the material comfort which it
brings in its wake, or (more usually, it is to be feared) merely
the number of dollars which may be gained through the pursuit
of it—for all such these researches can have no charm. And
it must be confessed that they are not without a special diffi-
culty of their own. The collection of facts may not seem more
difficult in history than it is in science. But it really zs more
difficult, because the facts which are of importance are ideas.
And not only are ideas less easy both to grasp and to handle
than concrete statements of material fact, but the ideas in an-
cient times are apt to be so completely different from our own,
so strange, so apparently illogical, that it is often most difficult
to understand what, for instance, the expressions used in the
Vedic hymns, or in the Buddhist psychology, or in the Assyrian
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legends, or in the ancient records of Egypt, are really meant to
convey. And besides that, the results of comparative study lie
beyond the grasp of the mere specialist, however accurate he be
in his own department. To understand and appreciate the real
meaning and significance of what he discovers in his own field,
the specialist must have not only a general knowledge of the
results which have been reached in other similar fields, but he
must also have the necessary criticism to enable him to judge
who are those workers in other fields, whose conclusions he can
use with confidence. No man can be expected to be able to
master the original records in more than one or two branches of
historical inquiry. But to contribute anything of material
value to comparative studies there is required a first-hand
knowledge of the prime sources in one field at least, a thorough
training in historical criticism, a breadth of view which shall
inspire interest in the greater problems at issue, and the mature
and sober judgment which shall enable him to use his knowl-
edge and experience aright.

But these difficulties seem to vanish away before the en-
thusiasm which is born of the transcendent charm of these all-
engrossing pursuits. The student is fired with the conscious-
ness that he is launched upon what is in effect a new departure
-—that instead of threshing out over and over again questions
practically long ago decided, instead of reading over again
classical texts which have each of them been read and edited
and translated times without number, instead of dealing with
minute problems of grammatical construction, or attempting
the almost hopeless task of finding a correct reading in some
corrupt Greek chorus, which has occupied the attention of gen-
erations of competent scholars—instead of all this, the student
feels that every hour of the passionate patience which he de-
votes to these new fields is accumulating facts which add to
the positive knowledge of humanity, and helping to solve some
of the greatest problems which have ever attracted the enthu-
siastic interest of mankind.

This fundamental change in the idea of what history means
is only one exainple more of precisely that phase of evolution

/
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with which the new historical method is concerned. For that
is just the evolution of ideas. And this change of method in
history runs on all fours with the change of method in science.
Time was when science was chiefly a matter of descriptive
analysis, and the popular conception of science is still often con-
fined to the giving of new Greek or Latin names to some in-
significant variety of animal or plant, or the exhibition in a
pickle-jar of some strange lizard or other biological curiosity,
or the mixing, with striking transmutation of color, of some new
chemical compound. But in the new science it matters little
whether a new specimen or a new chemical is beautiful or curi-
ous in itself. Its importance is its position as a link in a chain
of cause and effect, or the light which it throws on the compar-
ative studies which are now dominating so many fields of sci-
ence. Itis no valid objection to this that Darwin’s volumes
give an account of historical sequences, and were in fact there-
fore more historical than scientific: for they are not the out-
come of historical criticism, or of the method of the compara-
tive study of historical data. The fact remains that, due no
doubt to similar causes, a similar idea has come to reign simul-
taneously, but independently, over two realms of inquiry.

In neither case are the results reaclied at any time regarded
as statements of truth, that will never need restatement. It is
the new met/od of inquiry that is the characteristic distinction
—the method which does not aim at the impossible, which is
quite satisfied to ignore first causes and ultimate destinies in
order to concentrate its attention on the observation of se-
quences, however apparently unimportant ;—which acts not like
the child stretching out its puny hand after the moon, but like
the mature man, slowly adding step to step, that he may climb
a height ;—the method which simply and humbly lays brick
upon brick, careless that future labor shall cover up the work,
because serenely confident that it must form the basis of any
future superstructure of the glorious Palace of Truth.

To no subject has this method been applied with so much
promise as to the study of the religious beliefs of antiquity.
The very strength of the results already achieved lies in the fact
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that the work has been, not to formulate opinions on religious
Truths, but merely to compare sequences and ideas. Absolute
Truth has been proclaimed from millions of pulpits and altars,
in hundreds of languages, century after century. But neither
the progress made, nor the unanimity reached, can lay claim to
much definite result. The results of the new method may be
easily overlooked, their importance may be ignored, and they
certainly have not as-yet reached the ears of the masses of the
_people. But they will gradually filtrate from the professor’s
chair or the scholar’s study to the teacher’s desk, and will final-
ly invade even the editor’s office and the parson’s vestry. It is
a common truism that it is impossible to know one language
without knowing another, and the saying may be applied with
at least equal force to religions. Surely, knowledge of the pro-
cess through which the other religions of the world have passed,
cannot fail to throw light upon the origin and history of our
own. And as every Christian, however much he may differ
from other Christians on points of Christian doctrine, desires
only truth, he need not fear the result.

The first sequence of most importance is naturally that
which deals with the idea of God. We find that religions.
throughout the world follow one definite line of development
in the sequence of ideas about Divine Beings. Starting from the
animistic standpoint, which postulates souls in them as a good
working hypothesis to explain the phenomena of all natural
forces, we find universally that the second stage (wherever there
has been a second stage) is that of Polytheism, in which a
limited number of the greater souls of nature form a Pantheon
by themselves above, and remote from all the lesser spirits of
animism, which none the less continue to survive. In five, or
perhaps six, ancient centres of civilization, a further stage was
reached ; and always in the same direction. In India first, but
also in Persia and Greece, in China and in Egypt, and perhaps
in Mexico, it gradually came to be perceived that behind the
Great Gods—those crudely scientific hypotheses used as ex-
planations of the external world—there must lie a unity. This
unity was in each case but a new hypothesis to explain the ex-
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istence of the earlier hypotheses, whose importance faded away
in contact with the new ideal. The exact formulation of this
latest of the gods, the one First Cause, differed in each country,
as was indeed inevitable, according to the differences in the hy-
potheses out of which it arose, and the varying intellectual
power in the men who gave it birth. Probably the most logi-
cal, the most independent of the anthropomorphism, disfiguring
the earlier hypotheses of the Great Gods, and at the same time
the most uncompromising and the most poetical, was the shape
which this idea took among the Brahmins of India. But in
all these countries the progress has been a gradual one along
similar lines, and it has ended in strikingly similar results. It
is the order of the ideas with which the comparative method
has to do. It does not dispute that the ideas themselves were
always at best but imperfect adumbrations of the truth. Jupi-
ter, and Indra, and Thor, had of course no objective existence
outside the minds of the men who created and worshipped
them. And the ideas which the names represented, though the
names remained the same, were themselves constantly liable to
change.

To take another example : In all those countries which have
had a revealed religion or sacred books, there are certain definite
lines along which the composition, collection, and tradition of
the sacred books have run. None of them have dates. Histor-
ical criticism has to determine how they were handed down,
when they were first put into their present shape as a whole, on
what previously existing records the final canon was based, and
what are the strata which lie hidden in this final edition. It is
almost needless to state that any consideration of so compli-
cated a problem, which is tarnished by personal prejudice, must
utterly fail in its solution. It is in using the comparative
method that we are able, by discussing similar questions in
quarters where we are quite impartial, to be able to draw con-
clusions as to the rules of thought, the tendencies of human
effort, which have been at work equally among all the sacred
canons of the world. :

To take one more example: There has been, among all re-
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ligious ideas in the history of the world, a kind of survival of
the fittest among the intellectual and ethical conceptions which
have struggled for supremacy in the minds of men. The com-
parative study of these ideas takes no account at all of their
truth or the reverse, but traces the similarity which occurs in
the order in which they follow one another under different con-
ditions and in different lands. Zoroastrianism, for instance, or
Buddhism, will neither of them be the religion of the future.
Yet the fundamental ideals of each grew along similar lines
out of similar beliefs, and they lived on in Persia and in
India as the life-blood for many centuries of the highest efforts
after a noble life, and as the enemy of the more childish super-
stitions which had gone before. It is the fortunate duty of the
comparative study of religious beliefs to watch each new idea,
like some bird of happy omen flying on golden pinions down
the winds of time, with none the less affectionate sympathy
that the bird is dependent for its existence on the air in which
it floats, and is fated to be extinguished when it falls into the
fire of new conditions. It will as certainly arise again like a
pheenix new born from the flames, in the influence it will have
on the new conceptions that are fitted to survive in the new
surroundings.

But, frankly, the true scholar will care little for the use
that may be made of the results of his life-long labor of love.
What is certain is, that it is not material comforts, but the
growth of ideas on which all progress in ethics, all vitality in
religion, and all advancement of mankind, depend. The study
of the history of ideas, quite apart from its practical applica-
tions, must therefore increasingly attract attention. There will
come a tifne when, whatever the branch of study which a man
may choose, whatever the corner of the field of research that he
wishes to make especially his own, it will be considered a neces-
sary preparation in all our schools of learning for him to have
acquired a sort of bird’s-eye view, though only in the merest
outline, of the gradual growth of social institutions and religious
conceptions, not in the basis of the Mediterranean only, but
throughout the world. The battle will be, not between science



108 The Metaplysical Magazine.

on the one hand and classics on the other, but between science
on the one hand and history on the other. And the struggle
must end in a new friendship in which the student of science
will be proud to know the general results of historical inquiry,
and the historical student will devote to the history of science
a labor all the more sympathetic from his acquaintance with
the general results of scientific research. And then also the
comparative study of religious beliefs will not lose in interest,
but rather gain, from the fact that the earliest religious concep-
tions were, in effect, the first rude attempt at scientific hypoth-
eses. It is a fact of the most pregnant significance that, as one
result of the comparative study of religious beliefs, we learn how
in the beginning religion and science met together, and who
can doubt that in the final outcome they will kiss each other ?
For our historical studies also show us that, however inadequate
and even childish may now appear to us those half truths and
imperfect expressions that formed the stock at any time and
place of the accepted religion, yet the ideas tended always to
grow on in a certain definite way toward a clearer light. And
though we may never arrive at a perception of the truth, the
comparative study of the efforts that have been made will cer-
tainly be the most potent factor in destroying those delusions
which are the most persistent obstacle to the gradual building
up of more accurate beliefs.



AT THE GATES OF “BEING.”

BY PROFESSOR C. H. A. BJERREGAARD.

A YOUNG Greek, burning with thirst for knowledge, came
to Sais, in Egypt, to study with the priesthood and explore the
secrets of the land of Romitu. It happened one day that the
Hierophant brought him to a lonely temple where the youth
beheld a veiled statue, of which the High Priest said: ¢ That’s
Truth.” The impulsive student at once demanded to know
why he was not brought here before:

“ When I am striving after Truth alone,
Seek’st thou to hide that very Truth fromme? ”
¢« ——The Godhead’s self alone can answer thee,”
Replied the Hierophant. ‘ Let no rash mortal
Disturb this veil,” said he, “ till raised by me. . . .”

The boy from Hellas could not understand so singular a
command. There was the Truth only covered with a thin
gauze, and he not allowed to raise it! Inquisitively he asked
his wise guide:

“ And thou
Hast never ventur’d, then, to raise the veil ?
“1? Truly not! I never even felt
The least desire.” *Is't possible? If I
Were sever’d from the Truth by nothing else
Than this thin gauze——" * And a divine decree,”
His guide broke in. * Far heavier than thou think’st
Is this thin gauze, my son. Light to thy hand
It may be—but most weighty to thy conscience.”

An insatiable desire consumed the youth. At night he
could not sleep. In the day he sought his way to the isolated
temple; he found no rest anywhere.

One night he lost control of himself and found his way into



110 The Metaphysical Magazine.

the temple. Suddenly he stood in the rotunda facing the
veiled statue. The goddess stood more mysteriously before
him than ever. In the dim moonlight, which fell from the
opening in the cupola, he gradually approached the statue, till
with a sudden bound he reached it with the cry:

“ Whate’er is hid behind, I'll raise the veil.”
And then he shouted: * Yes! I will behold it!”
“ Behold it!”
Repeat’d in mocking tone the distant echo.

He spoke, and true to his word he lifted the veil. What
did he see? Probably nothing but the statue of Isis. He
was found unconscious next morning at the foot of the statue..
To the priests he only said :

“ Woe to that man who wins the Truth by guilt,
For Truth so gain’d will ne’er reward its owner.”

This young man was rightly punished. He was material-
istic. . To know” as he understood it was an external process.
Through the senses he wanted to know Truth, but Truth can
never be known by means of the physical senses, however im-
portant these may be as tools. '

When we come to the gates of Being, let us beware lest
the fate of this Greek fall upon us.

It is one thing to know what a real particular being—an
every-day body—is; and another what Being in general is.
The first is an experience of the senses, and to some extent of
the rational man; but to know the latter, a peculiar act of
mind is necessary. Let us call it “walking the inner ways,”
or, by a psychological term, intuition.

“In ecstasy alone I see Thee face to face,” exclaimed Abul
fazl, the Sufi poet. “Intuition alone,” Plotinus declared,
“brings us to union with God;” “Intuitive Reason,” said
Schelling (and after him Coleridge), “brings us to the Absolute,
the Universal "—to Being. :

Human cognitions are of two classes. One results from
simple experience ; the other from intuition. In this essay
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and those to follow we shall deal exclusively with the latter
class. Let these three stars shine during our studies :

(1) Who so seeketh wisdom shall have no great travail ; for he shall find.
her sitting at his door.— Wisdom of Solomon.

(2) Moses cried: * Where, O Lord, shall I find Thee?” God said:
“ Know that when thou hast sought thou hast already found me.”"—Arabic
Paraphrase.

(3) There is one supreme Mind which transcends all other minds. It
may move, but cannot be moved; distant, yet near. It pervades the system.
of the worlds, and is yet infinitely beyond it.—/sa Upanisiad.

* * * * * * * * * *

Searching the round of existences, and inquiring at the door
of all religions and philosophies, we get everywhere the same
reply : “ We have searched and we have found. We will glad-
ly tell you if you have ‘ears to hear with!’” In the far East,
the wise know scarcely anything beyond Being. They are ab-
sorbed in it. To them Being is everywhere and everything.
The Gita significantly says in that famous chapter ten, called
“ The Ocean of Love:”

“ 1 am the soul, which exists in the heart of 41l things and beings; I am:
the beginning, the middle, and also the end of existing things. I am
Vishnu. . . . Of the Vedas I am the Sama Veda. Among material
principles I am the intellect. Among words, the sacred Aum. Among
forms of worship, the silent worship. Among mountain ranges, Himalaya.
I am the sacred fig-tree—the thunder-bolt—the serpent—the "lion—the wind
—Ganges—I am Death—Fame, Fortune, Speech, Memory, Meditation—I
am that which is the seed of all existing things—I have established, and
continue to establish, all this universe by one portion of myself—Prakriti.”

Such is almost everywhere the Eastern ¢ vision of the uni-
versal form.” That we may not be blinded by so much light
let in upon us without a medium, let us first study some of the
broken rays farther toward the West ; and from time to time
we will compare our studies and results with Eastern sayings.
By such a procedure we shall be benefited.

The most general notion in the Orient is that of Being as
Isis, woman, the female principle. Existence is born—born of
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a woman. In the West, particularly where the Church has
had control, Being is male, and is addressed as Our Father.

According to Mariette Bey, Isis was worshipped three thou-
sand years before Moses. In India she was called Sacti; in
Greece, Rhea, Demeter, Cybele, Hecate, etc. She is the
Ishtar of Nineveh, the Astarte of Babylon, the Frigga of the
Norsemen and Saxons, the Isa or Disa of the Teutons, the
Mylitta of Phcenicia, the Semele of Bceotia, the Maja of
Thracia, and the Ideza of Creta. Everywhere she is the
Good Mother—bona dea. She is styled ¢ Our Lady,” “ Queen
of Heaven,” “ Star of the Sea,” ¢ Governess,® * Earth
Mother,” “ Rose,” “ Tower,” ¢ Saviour of Souls,”  Intercess-
or,” and “ Immaculate Virgin.”

Why should we call all this absurd? A man of our own
day—Ernest Renan—addressed, upon the Acropolis, Being
thus:

“ Thou alone art young, O Koré ; thou alone art pure, O Virgin; thou
alone art holy, O Hygeia; thou alone art strong, O Victory. The cities,
thou watchest over them, O Promachos; thou hast enough of Mars, O
Area; peace is thy goal, O Pacific. Legislatress, source of just constitu-
tions; Democracy, thou whose fundamental dogma is that all good comes
from the people, and that, where there is no people to cherish and inspire
genius, there is naught ; teach us to extract the diamond from the impure
mob. O Ergané, Providence of Jupiter, divine worker, mother of every in-
dustry, protectress of toil, thou art the nobility of the civilized laborer, and
settest him so far above the indolent Scythian; Wisdom, thou to whom
Zeus, after taking deep thought, after drawing a long breath, gave birth;
thou who dwellest in thy father, wholly one with him in essence; thou who
art his consort and his conscience ; Energy of Zeus, spark that kindlest and
maintainest the fire of heroes and men of genius, make thou us rich in
spiritual gifts!”

Let us not be ashamed of such prose dithyrambic expres-
sions. If we understand *the gods and their meaning,” they
will lift us beyond mere existence into Being.

Every Egyptian maiden told her love to Isis. Every
mother found sympathy in Isis. Theodore Parker struck the
chord of human sympathy when he addressed the Deity as
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“ Mother.” According to Plato she “feeds and receives all
things.” She was called Myrionymus, “having ten thousand
names.” She said of herself, according to Apuleius:

“ I am Nature, the mother of all things, the mistress of the elements, the
beginning of the ages, the sovereign of the gods, the queen of the dead, the
first of the heavenly natures, the uniform face of the gods and goddesses.
Itis I who govern the luminous firmament of heaven, the salutary breezes
of the seas, the horrid silence of Hades, with a nod. My divinity, also,
which is multiform, is honored with different ceremonies, and under differ-
ent names. . "

An ancient inscription, found near Capua, declares that she
is one and all things:
Tibi.
Una. Qve.
Es. Omnia.
Dea. Isis.

On her statue stood engraved: “I am all that has been,
and is, and shall be, and my peplum no mortal has uncovered.”
Apuleius is undoubtedly right when he says: “Isis and Osiris
are really one and the same divine power, though their rites
and ceremonies are very different.”

Montfaucon truly said : “ The Egyptians reduced everything
to Isis.” Isis was the Egyptian name for Being.

In this conception of Isis there are yet all the characteristics
of the Eastern mode of thinking, which is not philosophical, but
religious. It lives and moves in Unity; it draws its existence
from Nature in a spirit of passive resignation. The human mind
in ante-Hellenic and ante-Christian times rested in an unreflect-
ing belief in its own harmony and in its oneness with Nature.
This is its glory and strength. For that reason it £rows intui-
tively more about Being than the West. But it is also less able
to express its knowledge. It is not philosophical, as I have
said.

To philosophizeis to reflect—to examine things in relation-
ship and in thought. Religion, on the other hand, is active, ethi- .
cal, and meditative, 7.c., keeps itself in the Universal. Edward

8
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Carpenter, in his last book, “ From Adam’s Peak to Elephanta,”
has made us familiar with a man of to-day, who exemplifies the
Oriental attitude to Being in the very best way. The gura
Tilleinathan lives in “ consciousness without thought,” or in
“universal consciousness.” Of this I shall speak again.

For the present let usturn from the East and the “ Wisdom
of the Egyptians ” to Greece, and hear what Science has to say.

The early Ionians discovered that opposites change into each
other, and thus came to ask about that “which lasts,” and for-
mulated this conception as Cosmic Matter, World-stuff. In all
transformations this lasted ; it was to them the unifying ele-
ment, Being. Cosmic matter was to them the ultimate ground
or final principle. It is not likely that they understood matter
in the materialistic sense of to-day. Mind had not yet « fallen ”
so deeply. Ithink we may ascribe William Blake’s words tothem:
“When I look out of my windows and see the sun rising above the
horizon, I see, indeed, with my external eyes a round ball like a
guinea; but with my internal eyes I see something else. I hear
angels and archangels singing: “ Holy ! Holy! Holy! Hallelu-
jah!” Clearly the English painter saw, as he said, not z7#% but
by means of his eyes. Firdusi said in defence of his ancestors,
the Persian fire-worshippers : “ Think not that our fathers were
adorers of fire; that element was only an exalted object on the
lustre of which they fixed their eyes. They humbled them-
selves before God. If thy understanding be ever so little exert-
ed, thou must acknowledge thy dependence on the Being su-
premely pure.”

It was, however, only the people who maintained the spirit-
ual-religious view of matter. The philosophers as a craft eman-
cipated themselves from the old views. Though materialistic,
they are nevertheless interesting to us, both because they show
the earliest struggles for a mental formulation of perceptions,
and because of the universality they reveal.

The earliest of the Ionic philosophers was Thales (B.C. 636),
who declared “ the principle or primeval ground of all things is
water ; from water everything arises, and into water everything
returns.” It is claimed that water with Thales meant a physi-



At the Gates of “ Being.” 115

cal principle, but Aristotle counts him among the old “ theolo-
gians,” meaning that the term water as used by Thales was to
be understood as Oceanus and Tethys, in a Hesiodian sense.
Oceanus was a Titan. The Titans were emblems of the subter-
ranean fires and volcanic forces of nature. What more magnifi-
cent and tangible expression can we desire for the ground of ex-
istence, for Being, when conceived as the blind force, the
unconscious endeavor, that we discover in Nature? Another
Ionic philosopher, Anaximander, was the first to name the orig-
inal essence “ Principle,” and he defined it as “ the unlimited,
eternal, and unconditioned,” as “ that which embraced all things
and ruled all things.” Other Ionics used air and “original
chaotic matter ” as expressions for Being.

From these conceptions of Being as cosmic matter being in
itself living, we come, in course of time, to the more abstract
notions of the Pythagoreans.

Pythagoras is said to have flourished between 540 and
500 B.C. To him, “number is the essence of all things.”
Number seems to be a mean between the immediate sensuous
intuition and pure thought. We do not know with certainty
in what sense Number was his principle—in a material or
a formal sense. As the whole tendency of Pythagoreanism
was ascetic and directed to a strict culture of character, I think
it is safe to assume that the ‘ number-principle” involved a
deep symbolism. If we take numbers as even and odd, as finite
and infinite, etc., and apply them as such to astronomy, music,
psychology, ethics, etc., there arises combinations like the fol-
lowing : one is the point, two are the line, three are the super-
ficies, four are the extension of a body, etc., which by corre-
spondence readily can be seen to be the elements of the cosmic
order ; hence the Substance of things, Being. Mr. Wynn West-
cott has published an essay on Number, which I recommend
all students of Being to read diligently and with the “ inner
eyes open.”

The Pythagoreans made matter, in so far as it is quantity
and the manifold, their basis. They were still in Space and
Time. The Eleatics, which followed them, rejected this and
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negated all exteriors. With them philosophy rises to the con-
ception of pure being. To them only Being is, and there is
no not-being. Their Being is the purely undetermined, change-
less ground of all things. The most prominent of the Eleatics
was Parmenides (B.C. 536). Nothing is known with certainty
about his life. The saying, “a life like Parmenides,” was a
proverb among the Greeks. We still possess important frag-
ments of his epic poem embodying his philosophy. It is di-
vided into two parts. In the first he discusses Being. Of this
I shall next give an exhaustive examination.

THE ASTOR LIBRARY.



THE BIRTH AND BEING OF THINGS:
CREATION AND EVOLUTION.
BY ALEXANDER WILDER, M.D., F.A.S.

JAMES MARTINEAU, in an elaborate thesis upon “ The
Place of Mind in Nature,” affirms, as the outcome and fruitage
of his reasoning, that nothing can be evolved that is not first in-
volved. The child must have a father, else it will not have a
mother. This is a repeating of the declaration of Plato in the
Timeos, that that which comes into existence proceeds neces-
sarily from a cause, always in absolute being and ever the
same. “To discover this Creator and Father, as well as his
work, is very difficult ; and when discovered it is impossible to
reveal him to the many.”

_All thought inevitably tends to the recognition of the su-
preme, absolute One. We behold on every hand, in the me-
chanism and operations of the universe, the evidences of intelli-
gence, and vitally interblended with it an omnific will. These
are manifest in the laws which govern the whole world of Nat-
ure, including the great and the vast, and extending with equal
precision to the most inconsiderable and minute. All develop-
ment in a definite direction, toward the realizing of a dominant
scheme of ascending relations, is the sway of an overruling end.
We find upon a leaf, and throughout the planetary worlds, the
like superlative Wisdom. We may not assume to comprehend
this Supreme Essence, but we can know that a Divine Person,
an Infinite Mind by no means beyond our apprehension, is the
Lord and Creator of this universe. “There will remain,” says
Herbert Spencer, “the one absolute certainty, that man is ever
in the presence of an Infinite and Eternal Energy, from which
all things proceed.”
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That Energy being in and of eternity, originating and up-
holding all that exists, is the outgoing of that which is essen-
tially life perfectly at one with intelligence. The method of
Lucretius—that nothing comes into existence from a purpose,
but only from a power—fails at every step to meet the de-
mand of the heart and intellect for an immanent cause as well
as an antecedent, The hypothesis of an inexorable Neces-
sity, prescribing that all things must be and occur as they do,
makes the very air itself seem dense and irrespirable.

Philosophy takes its views upon a higher plane, and inspir-
its the soul with a higher perception. Hence, when it teaches
us in regard to creation, it begins with the Divinity. Its first
lessons are those of conscience, the knowledge which we and
God jointly possess. Thus we perceive that life is universal and
common both to creature and Creator. It is no mere existing,
with such qualities as desire, appetite, and sentience, but the
exercising of higher love and thought. Man is little less than
divine, and God is the Infinite Humanity. Hence, the human
form and ideal exist in all living things in the world of Nature,
because they subsist from that Divine Source.

By Creation, therefore, let us understand the causation and
genesis of things, and by Ewvolution their unfolding into phe-
nomenal existence. We may not perplex ourselves respecting
any arbitrary fiat making that become something actual which
before had no being, nor be wearied needlessly over any prob-
lem of unused forces. The Divine Energy went forth to
create, and the operative principle fell into every manner of
receptacle, causing the interminable variety of form and life
which is manifest on every hand. Creation is simply and ab-
solutely what God does. In its inception and accomplish-
ment it is divine. It is always in process, without beginning
or end.

We distinguish carefully between the doing and the doer.
Of that which is done we may have some reasonable insight,
but he exceeds our capacity. “ We comprehend thee not,”
says the rapt artist-maiden of Fredrika Bremer’s romance;
“but we know well whom thou art!” From this One, crea-
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tion incessantly proceeds to the manifold throughout the world
of Nature ; and, dividing matter from essence, fashions it into
every conceivable thing. The forces which bestow life, as the
humblest understanding may readily perceive, are themselves
living principles, agents of a superior cause.

We ought also to have some definite conception of what the
term matter really signifies. It has been very generally sup-
posed to denote that which is corporeal, tangible, and percep-
tible ‘to the physical sense. The ancient sages, however, re-
garded it as something beyond—as the dominating necessity
intermediary between the world of sense and the sphere of
causes. It is accordingly described by Plato as neither earth,
air, fire, water, nor any of their compounds or elements, but
as a form of condition, invisible, unshapely, all-receiving, and
partaking of the Higher Intellect in some manner most difficult
and hard to understand ; and thus as the passive recipient or
matrix of the creative operation. The word itself seems to
have been adopted from this conceit. Like the names of the
Great Goddess in the old mythologies, Venus, Kybél¢, Démétér,
Mylitta, it signifies the mother, or maternal principle. It denotes
the transition-element between the real and the apparent, the
eternal and the contingent—the condition or medium necessary
for the production of every created thing.

Many modern scientists seem to be approaching a similar
conception. John Stuart Mill declares that matter may be de-
fined as a permanent possibility of sensation. This can only
mean that it is the medium by which mental operations become
physically conscious, and it leads inevitably to the conclusion
that the sphere of mind is prior and superior to that of Nature.
Faraday also confessed his belief of the immateriality of natural
objects. He acknowledged that the doctrine commonly re-
ceived of the impenetrability of matter—that no two kinds of
matter can occupy the same space—is contrary to some of the
most obvious facts in chemistry, and may not be maintained.
Galileo, Bishop Berkeley, and Joseph Priestley had already at-
tained the same conviction.

Boscovich, the learned Italian Jesuit, many years ago pro-
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pounded the doctrine that the old notion of ultimate and indi-
visible atoms is fictitious. What we denominate matter, he
declared to be resolvable, in its last analysis, into points of
dynamic force. Faraday supported this statement, demanding :
“ What do we know of an atom apart from force ?”” This con-
clusion exhibits matter devoid of all positive character, and of
every physical quality usually attributed to it. A point has
neither magnitude nor dimension; and matter, in such case,
disappears altogether from the world of time and space to sub-
sist entirely in the realm of force. It is dynamic—endowed
with power, possibility, capability. But that which is dynamic
is not originative, or even capable of subsisting by itself. It is
negative, and thus receptive of the positive £:netic, energizing
force, and by virtue of interblending with it becomes the ma-
terial or maternal principle that gives external existence to
things. Thus Nature is mother of us all, but not our father.
Her laws are unchangeable ; but they are not absolute, nor of
her making. The Sower of the eternal region went forth to
sow, and only the seed which he cast forth ever germinated
into created existence.

All, therefore, that we know of matter is force, and its proper-
ties are manifestations of energy. It is by no means certain that
any of its several conditions has limitations which may not be
overpassed. We may justly question whether the quantity of
material elements in the earth or elsewhere is precisely deter-
mined as by measurement ; the weight and dimensions certainly
are not. Faraday has shown that we may cast oxygen into
potassium, atom for atom, and again both oxygen and hydro-
gen in a twofold number of atoms; and yet with all these
additions the material will become less and less in bulk, till it is
not one-third of its original volume. A space which would
contain twenty-eight hundred atoms, including seven hundred
of potassium, is thus filled by four hundred and thirty of potas-
sium alone.

Lockyer goes further and changes the form of the very met-
als themselves. Placing copper under the voltaic current he
rendered it volatile ; and afterward made it appear, by means of
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the spectroscope, transmuted into calcium. Nickel was thus
metamorphosed into cobalt, and calcium into strontium. In
India are men of skill who carry this work to greater certainty,
who will add to gold a larger amount of baser metal and then
seemingly change it all to gold, losing not a grain in weight.
Significantly, however, there must be gold in the crucible with
which to begin the experiment.

It may also be asked whether matter did not become such
from the prior substance, whether it may not again cease to be
matter ; and, further, whether the elements, as they are usually
denominated, do not themselves undergo transmutation. Cer-
tainly the analogies of nature do not sanction the notion of an
ever-sameness in its several departments. We have no absolute
warrant for asserting that gold has always been gold, silver
always silver, iron always iron. Gold actually grows and in-
creases in its matrix of quartz, and metals will disappear under
the galvanic current. The affinities of chemical atoms, and
their variableness, indicate the elements to be compounds of
simpler material ; and if this be so, there can be but very few
primal forms of matter—enough simply for the holding of force
and enabling its evolution into the world of nature. It is not
amiss, therefore, to suppose that matter is incessantly moving
onward in a circle, emanating all the while from spiritual es-
sence, and reverting thither again.

Thus is afforded to us the amplest reason and opportunity
for an honest and sincere acknowledgment of the Supreme Be-
ing, both as the will that energizes and the mind that directs.
However the natural forces may be installed in full possession
of the universe, the divine will is prefixed to it as its source
and origin. In the conceptions of creation and evolution,
mind is first and rules forever. We can suppress the conscious-
ness of this fact only by the suppressing of consciousness it-
self. We recognize the truth, nevertheless, that that which
is subjective must have its objective, coéval and insepar-
able from itself. Infinite Love will extend its energy to an
intelligent creation, and demand to be reciprocated. Such is
the going forth in creative operation, and such again the return-
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ing in evolutionary manifestation, aspiring to be the comple-
ment of the other.

Emanation is accordingly prior and causative of evolution.
«“All things are out from God,” the great Apostle declares.
« Every one who thinks from clear reason,” says Emanuel Swe-
denborg, “sees that all things are created out of a substance
which is substance in itself, for that is being itself, out of which
everything that is can have existence ; and since God alone is
Substance in itself, and therefore Being itself, it is evident
that from this Source alone is the existence of things.” Thus
creation has by no means proceeded upon the ground of naked
omnipotence, or resulted from a simple “ fiaz ” of the Almighty,
speaking entity out of non-entity, but from the very central
source of existence. God has created the universe, not out of
nothing, but out of Himself. The Word or Divine Light be-
came flesh—the creative energy—and tabernacled in us.

“In Nature,” says Schelling, “the essence strives first after
actualization, or exhibition of itself in the particular.” Life is
universal in all the world of material substance. Solely be-
cause of this fact, there exist force and matter, created things
and energy—all which otherwise could not have being. Every
minute particle has the measure of life peculiar to it; and that
life is operative as the polarizing principle which we denomi-
nate magnetisin. The universe is thus life-receiving all the
way through—even in the stars, stones, and corpses. Anything
really dying would pass into absolute nothing that very moment.

We can form no idea of an atom or nucleus apart from its
inhering energy. As all plants and animals are constituted
corporeally of solidified air, so, by analogy of reasoning, matter
is the product of solidified forces—as in the parable of Genesis,
woman was produced from the Adam. If we can conceive of
spirit or mind as positive energy, and that it can in some ar-
cane way become objective and reictive, we may form the con-
cept of the source and originating of matter. One solitary
particle would be nucleus sufficient for the objectifying of force
and expansion into the interminable dimensions of the universe.

Life operates in the mineral under the form of polarity, and
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disposes every molecule in its relative position to the others,
exhibiting the phenomena of chemical affinity, shaping crystals
and even producing figures in perfect symmetry resembling
trees and other vegetable structure. Such mimic forms are
readily developed with every flash of lightning, and with every
electric discharge from a Leyden jar. In organic bodies of the
vegetable kingdom again, the cellular tissue is sometimes found
to be arranged with geometric accuracy like bricks in masonry,
cells in the honeycomb, or air-chambers in plants, as though
they had been crystallized in such a manner. Nor do they
excel in geometry alone; but in the arrangement of their blos-
soms, the form of the corollas, and enumeration of sepals and
petals, there exist methods which combine number and form.
Thus, in the beginnings of nature, God geometrizes and ex-
hibits design and purpose.

In the plant we further observe the principle of polarity in
the evolution of adouble stem, the one growing downward and the
other upward. We may also observe somewhat of an instinct im-
pelling the roots to reach out for water and nourishment, and the
branches to seek the sunshine; and the stalk itself is fashioned
somewhat after the analogy of the spinal cord, with its out-
growing nerves extending in various directions. In the animal
kingdom the same energy operates by similar laws. The in-
stinct which induced in the vegetable a growth in the direction
where light, warmth, and moisture were to be obtained, is here
developed further as appetite for food ; and it also differentiates
into various other forms, as the fear of danger, apprehension of
famine and inclement weather, and affection for offspring.

The organic world is itself, moreover, a participant in the
creative operation. The plants do not, so far as can be ascer-
tained, derive their principal supply of carbon from the earth
or atmosphere in that form, but have the function of making it
from other elements or principles. Aérial plants when burned
are found to contain potassium, though that mineral is not known
to exist in the air or rain; and iron occurs in a like unaccount-
able manner in the blood of animals. Shell-fish, the corallina,
and other denizens of the sea, have a frame-work chiefly con-
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sisting of carbonate of lime, although there is hardly a trace of
lime in sea-water, except perhaps at the mouths of rivers. In
fact, it may safely be affirmed that the coralline product of but
a few years’ growth contains a greater quantity of carbonate of
lime than all the lime that has ever been found or existed in
the broadest or deepest seas. The snail produces the lime that
composes its shell ; and the land-crab is often found casting off
its covering upon the ground and then creating a new one while
wrapped in a few leaves that are entirely destitute of this sub-
stance. The egg of the bird has no lime in its yolk and albu-
men, and yet there is developed by incubation a structure of
bone containing a larger quantity of that material than exists
in the shell itself, so that the new formation seems to be from
elsewhere. The minute beings called Foraminifera produced
the white marble from which Paris is built. The diatoms are
makers of flint. Their work exists under the city of Peters-
burg, Va., and Professor Ehrenberg discovered beds of living
flint-producing creatures, the Diatomace, at the depth of sixty
feet under the city of Berlin. The notion of transmutation
which superficial readers and reasoners have so frequently attrib-
uted to the alchemists and other philosophers of the Middle
Ages, it may thus be seen, is abundantly realized in the physi-
cal operations of the material world. Nature is a greater ma-
gician in her processes than any thaumaturgist on record.

We perceive, then, that Creation, from the simplest monad
to the highest animal, is characterized by manifold metamor-
phoses, and development has innumerable gradations. Polarity
is manifested by attraction and repulsion, producing chemical
affinity and even causing the mineral to assume, if not to ap- -
proximate, the conditions of the vegetable. It induces the plant
to exhibit the similitude of animal instinct ; and in the animate
races it expands into corporeal sensibility. It even forms and
gives directions to our likes and dislikes ; we are attracted to
some as possessing affinity of nature and disposition to ourselves,
and repelled from others as antipathic and inimical. These nat-
ural safeguards are common to human beings and animals alike,
and it is not often prudent or wholesome to disregard them.
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Life, in this stage of its development, has become more than
mere existing. It is characterized by desires, impulses, and
emotions. The various combinations of these, in the several
forms of affection—hope, joy, contentment, and the opposites
of hate, fear, anxiety, jealousy, anger, grief, melancholy—make
up our moral being. The normal equilibrium of this depart-
ment of our nature constitutes health and mental soundness,
and its disturbance results in bodily disorders and insanities.

The mind appears, therefore, so far as this reasoning seems
to imply, to be an expansion and exaltation of the vital force,
and an endowment of the animal races as well as of human
beings. The psychic nature is correspondent to the corporeal,
Its manifestations are in strict analogy to bodily conditions,
and the organic forces are correlative with the common forces
of what is denominated the inorganic world.

The order of creation and development on this earth appears
almost uniformly to have been in regular succession from forms
that were rudimentary and imperfect to those that were more
and more perfect, and from general types to specific groups and
races. It seems to be a history beginning in the Laurentian
rock-formation, perhaps with the diatoms that still exist and
carry on operations as they did in that period so interminably
remote. Innumerable cycles have passed since that epoch,
during which plants and animals have lived in the different
stages of development : generally perishing with the term of
geologic and climatic conditions in which they were originated,
although many types and species have remained till our own
day. The general law, if we may call it such, appears to have
fixed the producing of animals and vegetation adapted to the
conditions of the period or cycle of time, and, of course, their
extinction as the conditions became changed beyond the power
of adaptation.

What is denominated special creation is a notion now very
generally discarded. The Duke of Argyll, perhaps almost the
latest champion of the former orthodoxy, declares that he does
not believe that every species has been a separate creation. Yet
everything, as we observe it, produces its like, or nothing. Not
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a type has changed since our earliest recorded history. Man,
beast, bird, and insect are the same now as when the oldest na-
tion was founded. Embryology, which many cite as evidenc-
ing the truth of the theory of evolution, follows nevertheless
a uniform career, always by like causes and invariably with
the same results. The thorn-bush never yields a grape, and
the thistle is perpetually barren of figs. Baboons do not blos-
som out into men, nor chimpanzees into statesmen and phil-
osophers, or even into the rudiments of such. Even protoplasm
is never formed except from its parent living material. Nor
does the struggle for existence, so characteristic of all animals
that subsist by violence and rapine, ever exalt or modify their
nature. Change of habit generally enfeebles more or less the
vital energy.

Creation, however, is not a question of centuries, ages, or
even cycles ago. It dates not with a beginning in time, but only
with our origin in the Creator. It is a process in constant
operation. If any race now existing and necessary to the pur-
poses now in force should be extirpated by some catastrophe,
then the same causes which first introduced it into life would
again become operative to bring it forth anew. Indeed, that
which sustains existence is the same as that which originates it.
We may not know how the species of plants and animals be-
gan, but we may be sure that they were produced by the same
force or law which continues them. Matter or maternity per-
tains to Nature, but everything else is Divine.

Perhaps the races of one geologic era have fitted the earth
for occupation by their successors; perhaps, as every individual
requires a mother, the physical organism of one species may
have become, in the fulness of time and in some occult manner,
as a maternal parent of the next—the agency by means of which
the Divine Creator brought a new and superior one into exist-
ence. At any rate, every cycle and period has had its own
races, fauna, and flora, and there has been the repeated genesis
of new forms of life. Every type coming into existence has
continued unchanged by inheritance till it has had its day.
Dissolution has followed creation, and we know of no new pro--
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duction since Man appeared. Here we are introduced to a
new being, of qualities and character which no animal possesses,
and to which none may attain.

The mental department of the human constitution extends
far beyond the sphere of the organic, psychic, and vital forces.
There are faculties transcending these, and to which they are
subservient. While, therefore, it is not unusual to speak of
the mind as comprising the disposition and inclinations, we
nevertheless take likewise the more exalted sense of the term,
and so understand it as having a broader scope of meaning and
denoting a higher nature. It also includes the memory, un-
derstanding, and imagination. These are qualities which ani-
mals do not possess : they are peculiar to human beings alone.
Hence the animal, however exquisite its sensibilities and other
endowments, is a world apart from man. Curiously enough,
the history of its brain is so unlike that of the human being as.
to show no arrest of development, but a perpetual diversity.
There is no connecting chain between the two, nor even the
portions which a missing link might serve to unite, but a gulf
immeasurable beyond all our powers to span. There was in
man from the first an intellect capable of direct cognition and
reason, able to acquire knowledge, preserve it, and impart it to
others. Thus he was little less than the angels, invested by his.
Creator with honor and majesty, and made chief over all the
animal tribes.

Descartes, the French philosopher, taught that the entire
soul was comprised in the thinking faculties, but he included
with them the desires and feelings. Sir William Hamilton fol-
lowed the German psychologists, and assigned to the interior
nature a superior range of powers, declaring that the mind exerts
energies and is the subject of modifications, of neither of which
it is conscious. Fichte expressly affirms that no organic activity
is possible without the concurrent operation of thought, and
that beyond question this thought can exist only in the soul.
Inasmuch, however, as it precedes sensation, the principle by
which consciousness is awakened, it must necessarily remain it-
self unconscious. The acts of the morphologic and physical
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impulses are not conceivable without the constant operation of
this same instinctive power and unconscious thinking. It is
clear, therefore, that what are termed life-force, nerve-force,
and mind-force, are correlated and interchangeable the one into
the other—the supersensible, intellective part of our being be-
longing in the forefront. All that there is of us in nature and
endowment is for the sake of this, because this is the essential
part of our being—the older, nobler, @viternal life.

Modern science, despite the materialism and even atheism
which some of its votaries affect, is compelled to accept these
conclusions. All that can be signified by a material force is a
force acting upon material substance and producing its own
proper effects. All our conceptions of its nature are formed on
our own consciousness of living effort, and energy called forth
at the bidding of the will. All kinds of force are forms of one
great central principle. Sir John Herschel, impressed by this
conviction, declares of gravitation, which seems to be as purely
physical as any of them, that it is but reasonable to regard it as
the direct or indirect result of a consciousness or will existing
somewhere. This concept is a wide divergence from supersti-
tion toward the effulgence of the sublimer truth. All through
nature is harmony and evident purpose, indicative of supreme
will and intelligence at one with energy. We are thus con-
firmed in that faith or higher perception by which it is appre-
hended that the cycles of eternity are arranged by the ordering
of God, so that the things which are corporeally visible to us
come into existence from sources that do not pertain to the
phenomenal world.

The twofold aspect of our mental and spiritual being is in
perfect analogy to the structure of the body. Plato affirms
that the immortal principle of the soul was originally with the
Deity, and that the body was made for its vehicle; but that
there was also a soul of a mortal nature, subject to the affec-
tions of desire, suffering, temerity, and fear, anger hard to be
appeased, and hope. These two psychic natures are kept dis-
tinct by being assigned to different parts of the physical struc-
ture, the inferior soul to the body and the nobler soul or in-
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tellect to the head, which he declared to be “ man’s most divine
organ and the ruler of our entire composition.”

The organic conformation of the body strikingly verifies
this delineation. There are two nervous structures correspond-
ing to the twofold psychic qualities. The ganglial or sym-
pathetic system belongs to the interior organism of the body,
directing and sustaining the vital functions of nutrition, respi-
ration, the circulation of the blood, calorification, glandular
action, and, in short, every operation that gives us simply the
conception of physical life. The solar ganglion at the epigas-
trium is the centre of this entire structure, the first in the order
of evolution in embryonic life; and all the various parts of the
body, in their several degrees of differentiation, appear to be
outgrowths more or less directly from this beginning. It is
placed in the very region at which, as the great philosopher
declares, the impulsive or passionate nature comes in contact
with the sensuous and appetitive propensity; while the seat of
the cerebro-spinal organism is in the head. The organic or
ganglial system is developed in all the lower animal races, and
seems to be possessed by them in common with mankind.
Instinct is unequivocally its function. This is manifested by
the human infant in common with the inferior animals; and it
is in no way conformable to the reasoning faculties, or to be
modified by cultivation.

The mental acts which are instinctive, or which are more
commonly called “emotional,” are directly associated with the
organic nervous centres. Every new phase of life, every occur-
rence or experience which we encounter, produces its effects
directly upon this central organism and the glandular struct-
ures. Emotional disturbance affects every physical function.
At the fruition or disappointment of our hopes and wishes, or
at any affectional excitement, the appetite for food is disturbed ;
we become languid and gloomy, or buoyant and cheerful.
There is an analogy and a close connection between every
malady of the body and some type of mental disorder, sug-
gestive of causation and effect. The passions, fear, grief, anger,
and even sudden joy, will at once involve the vital centres,

9



130 The Metaphysical Magazine.

sometimes even paralyzing the organic nervous system, dis-
turbing or interrupting the normal glandular functions, and pro-
ducing results more or less dangerous to life itself.

The brain, or, more comprehensively, the cerebro-spinal
nervous structure, is the organism in which man exceeds the
measure of the animal kingdom. To it pertain sensation,
thought, and the intellectual faculties. Its evolution appears
to be in strict analogy to that of the body. The medulla oblorn-
gata, or, more properly, the olivary ganglion, is the beginning
of the whole, and exhibits in its development the law of polarity
as distinctly as the seed of a plant or tree. In one direction it
sends forth the rudimentary cells which become the spinal
column and nerves, and in the other the fibrous projections
which in due time change to the group of ganglia denomi-
nated by some physiologists the common sensorium. The eyes
and ears, and the organs of smell, taste, and feeling, are out-
growths, or we might say the antenna, of these ganglia; they
proceed from the medulla, and the optic thalami constitute
their common register. The whole sensory nervous system
reports at this point all the impressions which it receives.
Thus the medulla, conforming to the analogy of the solar
ganglion and plexus, is at the centre of the cerebro-spinal system,
giving energy to all its parts, enabling the organs of special
sense, the nerves of motion, the lungs, and even the brain, to
perform their several functions. It is the indicator, showing
accurately and unerringly the normal or morbid conditions of
the whole body, and guiding the sagacious diagnostician in his
inquiry.

Superior to all, and the end for which the whole corporeal
structure exists, and of which it is the agent and minister, is
the brain itself. It is accordingly prior to all in purpose, and
last of all in development. Here mankind and the animal
races, however closely they may have been affiliated before, now
part company forever. Whatever transitions have been made
in the various departments of nature have taken place with
reference to this consummation. This, as we have been taught
in the religious oracles, is the creating of man in the image and
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after the likeness and simulacrum of Divinity. Perhaps, how-
ever, it is more properly the evolution.

Closely related to the brain, and its auxiliary in all its
works, is the cerebellum. Superficial theorizers have defined it
as simply the organ of motion and instinct. This may be cor-
rect, but in man its office exceeds that limit. It is an organism
that slumbers not, nor sleeps. When the brain begins its work,
it depends upon its humbler associate for its completing.

The mental faculties, of which the brain and the adjoining
organisms are instruments, may be regarded as threefold in their
order and classified as the sensuous, the reasoning, and the su-
persensuous or intellective. The sensuous faculties are associ-
ated with the sensorium, and are closely allied with the animal
instinct and passion. They are manifested in the earlier years
of life, but their predominance in the adult period is stigma-
tized as se/fiskness.

The reasoning powers are also early in their unfolding. They
are functions of the middle region, as well as ulteriorly of the
cerebellum, and enable us to bring the impressions of the
senses and our observation of events into orderly connections,
and also to exercise due control over our actions and inclina-
tions. They are the faculties that are chiefly cultivated in the
discipline of our schools and other seminaries of learning, and
excellence in this department indicates men of science and bus-
iness. Nevertheless, in the older times, if the education had
gone no further, the philosophers did not scruple to pronounce
such persons ignorant, even including statesmen, scholars, and
literary men in the category.

The office of the little brain is here manifest. The various
impressions and impulses are often dropped out of the con-
sciousness before conclusions are reached and purposes formed.
This silent organism, however, retains them; and so we are
thinking and reasoning when unaware of the fact. In due
time, perhaps not till hours, days, or longer periods are accom-
plished, the conclusion is reached, and the result is passed back
into the consciousness, like new thinking or inspiration. This,
we suppose, is what is incorrectly termed “ unconscious cerebra-



132 The Metaphysical Magasine.

tion.” Thisshows why it is often so wise, when a proposition is
hard to solve, to sleep over it; and why the first thoughts after
waking are the finest, best, and most true. The cerebellum is
emphatically the organ, if not of superior inspiration, certainly
that of common sense.

The supersensuous are the philosophic faculties, and we may
enumerate them, like Plato, as cognition, superior discernment,
and power to form correct judgment. They pertain to the
coronary department of the head, the acrocepialon ; and their
cultivation and development constitute intelligence, the highest
spiritual life. '

We may reasonably believe, therefore, that we will yet
exceed the limitations which seem to surround us. There are
more endowments for perception than the five senses that are
commonly enumerated. Even the sense of touch is something
more than mere feeling. We find a susceptibility to heat and
cold which is altogether beyond it; we are conscious of the
presence of individuals in our vicinity when the eyes and ears
are closed, and we perceive by merest contact whether they are
men or women. The revelations of mesmerism disclose a
faculty analogous to sight without the agency of eyes, and hear-
ing without the employing of ears. The mysterious £kabar of
the Orientals appears to have its place in the category of human
faculties. Thought is transferred from one to another without
going through the required channels of sense. We pass be-
yond the limitations which time and space seem to interpose
and which have been generally regarded as exceeding the range
of our physical organs.

Prophetic vaticination has been the faith of human beings
in every age of the world, and its foundation of fact has man-
fully resisted the assaults of disbelievers. The Hebrew story
of the prophet Elisha, who told the Israelitish king of the secret
plots and machinations of his Syrian adversary, is amply corrob-
orated in the traditions of every ancient people. There has
always been anxiety in humankind to supplement their powers.
Even the mystic ladder of Jacob would have failed of its im-
portance, except that its top was in the heavens and the angels
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descended upon it and went upward again. We call this super-
stition, but it is what the term actually means—the exercise of
an over-sense. The human soul has faculties more or less dor-
mant, which surpass the electric wire and the marvellous pos-
sibilities of the photophone. There are and there always will
be manifestations in this world, both phenomenal and entheas.
tic, from the world beyond, which those who are wise will
understand. The sensibility which exists more or less in re-
lation to spiritual beings and occult forces will doubtless ena-
ble us to find the key to the whole matter. ¢ Besides the
phenomena which address the senses,” says Professor Tyndall,
“ there are laws, principles, and processes which do not address
the senses at all, but which can be spiritually discerned.”

Nature exists because of divinity, and will never be per-
fected except as divinity shall be evolved. Man, with his di-
vine endowment and possibilities, runs his prescribed career in
this world and likewise in other forms of existence. We may
take for certainty that he has been a rational, thinking, intelli-
gent being—always with the ability to know, to observe, to re-
member, to contemplate, and to speak in words that are sym-
bols and expressions of thought. ¢ Surely,” said Elihu to Job,
“a divine spirit is in men; and the inspiration of the Mighty
One maketh them intelligent.” He comes into this world not
as the offspring of any beast aping humanity, or with any in-
heritance of degradation, but as the creation and counterpart of
the Supreme Divinity.

He exceeds the measure of any paragon of animals; and
his every instinct and appetite, however closely resembling
those of the inferior races, is capable, as theirs is not, of an ex-
altation and refinement that lift it above the order of the ani-
mal realm. He always, as a consequence, possessed the genius of
civilization, that aptness for life in society of which the perfect
conception is the ‘abnegation of selfishness, the intuitive per-

~ception of truth, and the lofty sentiment of veneration. The
archaic belief, itself probably an intellection, that human souls
are so many beings that have descended from the supernal
world into the conditions of time and sense, was very apt and
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full of truth. The statement in the Book of Origins tells the
story : “The Supreme Divinity formed man—dust from the
earth—and caused him to breathe in his nostrils the inspira-
tion of life: and Man is a living soul.” It was first the idea-
tion, then the combining with objective substance.

Such is the nativity of humankind in this world of time
and sense, and their development will always be in keeping
with it. That which cometh down from heaven is that which
ascendeth thither. The draught of the water of Oblivion
which shall extinguish the thoughts and desires of earth-life
will quicken the remembrance of our real being and existence.



THE METAPHYSICAL PHILOSOPHY OF FROEBEL.

BY MARY H. PEABODY.

IF the student of metaphysics turns to the first page of
Froebel’s ¢ Education of Man,” he finds, possibly to his sur-
prise, a brief but complete and clear statement of the principles
of being. Froebel is known as the founder of the kindergarten,
and as he died before he had perfected the details of school-
work for older pupils, a very general impression prevails that
his teachings relate only to the life and mental treatment
of the youngest children. But the slightest examination of
the writings of this great schoolmaster shows his ability to
grasp that hitherto untouched problem of infancy, and give to
the world the kindergarten—that organized process of training
which is, on the one hand, an indication of the child’s need,
and on the other a rational method of meeting that require-
ment. This ability to read and make reply to the nature of a
child was obtained by Froebel only as the result of the deepest
thought, which had its foundation in the recognition of the
unity of life—a study of the universal, the infinite.

In his first work, published in 1827, we find upon the open-
ing page the condensed statement of all that is to be con-
sidered throughout the book; and to the true metaphysician—
to one who has learned to recognize man as a spiritual being—
these brief expressions, coming from one who spent his life in
the sphere of the school, are a remarkable sign of the unity of
thought and result which can be reached, no matter what the
subject, when the point of view is taken from within and not
from without—from the centre of being and not from any part
of its outer radiation.

Froebel begins with the words, “ An eternal law acts and
rules in all.” This is an expression of unity. While the ac-
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tion is placed in the present, in the everlasting now, the cause
for all activity of life is shown to lie in that which is beyond
time; which has no limit, and is the eternal —an eternal
law. Froebel looked out upon the world, and seeing force
and its energy asserted in every possible form and degree, ob-
serving the formation of the crystal and its decomposition ; the
growth of the plant and its decay; the birth of the animal, its
life and its death ; the advent of man, the proving of his capac-
ity, his expansion of life, and his attainment, he asked for the
meaning of what he saw. With true insight he sought through
the surface work of nature, through what he called “ the mani-
foldness ” of form and action, for the reality and cause of the
whole; and recognizing that order and design underlie the pro-
cess of 'life’s evolution, he answered his own question and de-
clared that what he thus looked upon was the working of “law.”
Then sending his glance through the entire sphere of creation,
from the starry sky to the heart of earth, from the strength of
maturity in man to the being of the child on the mother’s knee,
he said again, and further, that this law was manifested in “all.”
The little German sentence presents the universal. Out of
that thought it came, and to our sense of unity in nature and
life it appeals. The whole, the all, is set before us at once, and
we see the entire sphere of life with its myriad activities, while
within each one, as the basis of their mutual relationship, runs
the law of being.

As a principle of teaching, Froebel always gives the whole
of a subject before presenting the parts. From this whole he
moves to a recognition of the parts; and having shown them,
he sets them again together so that they may be comprehended
and kept in mind as a unity. Following this method, Froebel
points out the parts of existence and says of the law, “ It has
expressed and now expresses itself outwardly in nature as well
as inwardly in the spirit, and in life which unites the two.”
Here three points are taken. They are the spirit within, nature
without, and life itself—that human existence in which are
contained the elements of earth and heaven; and these three
—spirit, nature, and life—are shown to us as so many different
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expressions of the action of the law. All those who are truly
alive instinctively feel themselves to be a part of this mighty
movement of creation; and especially are the presence and action
of law shown “ to him whose clear, quiet, spiritual eye sees into
the outward and perceives the inward by means of the outward
—sees the outward necessarily and surely proceed from the
nature of the inward.”

These words define Froebel’s own position, while they show
us that if we would comprehend what he is saying, we also must
stand upon the intermediate plane of life, looking not af but
into that world of material energy which lies below and round
about humanity ; recognizing it as external, as a scene of change,
a plane where all is restlessness and transition, limitation, ap-
pearance, and passing away ; seeing that it exists as the lowest
manifestation of the working of the law, and realizing that
this interchange of force and form upon the material plane is
but a sign that something inward exists—something vital and
strong, which by its own nature is the cause of things without.
Looking thus from nature to spirit, and tracing the connection
of all things one with another, Froebel says that there must lie
“at the foundation of this all-ruling law, an all-working, self-
animating, self-knowing, therefore eternally existing, unity.”

“ This unity is God.”

* All has proceeded from God, and is limited by God alone; in God is
the sole origin of all things.”

“ God rests, acts, rules in all.”

« All rest, live, exist, in God, and through God.”

“ All things exist because the Divine works in them.”

“ The Divine which works in each thing is the nature of each thing.” *

Here we have a statement which, although it holds the dust
of the earth as a sign of the law, still sees the soul as its own
master, lord over nature, subject only to the Supreme of which
it is a part ; and while it declares the power of God as the First
Cause of all effects, still shows the separate workings of that
power which gives to each thing an “ inner nature,” an essential

* Miss Jarvis's translation,
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being of its own. This threefold recognition of God in his
own being, in nature, and in man, is the foundation and the
guiding principle of all that follows; and this statement of
the unity and science of being having thus been made, the in-
quiry comes, Why is this? what is it for? The reply is that
life exists to the end that God shall be made manifest through
the outward and transitory. “ The destiny as well as the vo-
cation of man as an understanding and rational being is to bring
his nature, the divine in him (thus God) to complete conscious-
ness, to vivid recognition, to clear insight, and with self-deter-
mination and freedom to practise all this in his own life ; to allow
it to act, to manifest it.” In himself man is to “represent the
God-like,” that which he most truly and deeply is. It is for no
idle dreaming that man, the soul, is sent to dwell in nature, to
wear the clay and eat the fruits of the earth. It is that by the
very limitations of the outward he may learn to look within
and above for the limitless, and by the failure of the fleeting
and illusory that he shall discover his own stability and recog-
nize the unchangeableness of God. To recognize the * inner
nature ” as a part of the divine, and then to make it manifest in
action. is that for which man is sent; and here we meet the
aim of the metaphysical teaching of to-day, which is to bring
man first to consciousness of his interior unused power, and then
to reveal that power in action upon the plane of daily affairs.
With Froebel the soul of man is to manifest itself by work,
using material and force as means of thought expression. The
familiar motto of the kindergarten is, “ We learn by doing;”

and the method of teaching is to put the child in the way of

getting an idea, and then to lead him to work it out in some
sort of material, so that he can see his own thought manifested
or reproduced. All power is divine. To waste it is man’s ut-
most loss. To use it is to make the wilderness blossom. Still,
while Froebel’s idea of human destiny and vocation is that de-
velopment comes only by means of effort and industry, his
teaching also bears the character of calmness far removed from
the idea of merely getting something done. ¢ Man has now
indeed a pervading wholly false, outward, and therefore an un-
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tenable conception of work and industry.” This outward
movement Froebel characterizes as “ oppressive, crushing, hin-
dering, and destroying.” God works continually to show forth
his divine thought, and in the same way “ man’s spirit must
hover over the unformed and move it, that figure and form
may come forth.” We, too, must “represent the internal ex-
ternally, give form to thought, visibility to the invisible; and
thus God comes nearer to us both outwardly and inwardly.”

This is pure metaphysical truth. Life is for the most part
lived to hide, not to represent; but we are being taught that
our mortality is not the stronghold it has seemed. Its walls
are already falling. The work we do, the thoughts we think,
the feelings we indulge and cherish are being brought into the
light of day, and we are learning what Froebel teaches—that
power is of the spirit, that it unfolds from within, that the nat-
ure given to man is divine ; and, as the lily of the field repre-
sents the life which God had given it perfectly and without vari-
ation, so man should grow, unfolding from his own centre,
filling the sphere of his given power with the radiance of true
thought. Thought when expressed upon the human plane is
power, and Froebel says that it should not be merely quiescent,
but that, resting consciously within its own being, it should go
out in moderation and wisdom to rule the world.

In this preliminary statement of the science of being as a
basis for the right education of a child, nature and man are held
as two forms of expression of divine thought, which, while set
in the plan of life as opposites one to another, are yet related.
The opposition is indeed the effect of their relationship, and is
the means by which harmony of action is produced. In the
plan of creation nature is the opposite of Deity. It is the mani-
festation of power upon the lowest plane. It is the limit which
has been set for the action of force on its movement outward
from God. From this plane of exterior creation the spirit of
life turns back toward the Creator, and in its ascending move-
‘ment the human being appears. The realm of earth and air
provides material whereby this human-born spirit may assert
itself. Nature is a means for life, and in order that the child



140 The Metaphysical Magaszine.

may not take it for life itself, but may be saved from that con-
fusion of thought which at present is the burden of humanity,
Froebel shows that the forms of creation exist after a certain
order ; that this order remains visible under all nature’s trans-
formation of material, and that it is this order of form which is
significant and should be used first by the child as a means of
expression for his awakening thoughts. So in the kindergarten
the three fundamental forms of nature—the sphere, cube, and
cylinder, and these only—are given at first, and later, when the
child learns to think more and needs more varied material by
which to express his thought, the separated elements of these
forms are given, that by means of the derived planes, lines, and
points he can show what he is thinking about. In this way
nature has her orderly place as the handmaid of the spirit, and
her service is to bring from her storehouse a succession of forms
—what Froebel calls “a sequence "—which, being at once repre-
sentative of the spirit within and of methods of action without,
serves as speech for the consciously unfolding power of mind,
and becomes visible expression to show the growth of thought.
“ To make the internal external, to make the external inter-
nal, and to find the unity for both, is the general outward form
in which is expressed the destiny of man.” To attain this
unity Froebel makes a marked departure from the thought and
language of other teachers, and enforces a principle of life
which is in unison with all true thought, and this is the recog-
nition of spirit as distinct from the mind. Spirit is God, the
divine. Above and beyond man, it is to him unmanifest. In
man, and in nature below man, spirit is made apparent to the
human soul. Each child born into the earth life comes as a
spirit. He is a spark of Life itself; but he is olothed with
nature, and the process of growth is ordained for him before he
can develop what we call knowledge—that is, before he shall
come to consciousness upon the plane of reason, and be pos-
sessed of the rational mind which knows in the scientific way,
which distinguishes and chooses, and upon the basis of expen-
ence carries forward its undertakings.
Froebel recognized as the order of life, first the inner spirit-
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ual consciousness of the child, then its contact with nature, and
as the result of that contact, the somewhat slowly appearing
growth of the mind. Asthe student of metaphysics knows,
this plane of the human mind is an arena where all elements
meet, and where results are varied as truth or error; where
heredity, superstition, fact, fear, or enlightenment may most
prevail according to the treatment the mind receives from it-
self or others—the influences which are cast upon it and its own
opportunity for growth. The spirit of man within is forever at
one with God ; and nature without, whatever form she takes,
is forever showing forth the law of the spirit. Between these
two the mind stands, partaking of the clearness and truth of
the all-knowing spirit, yet sharing also the transitory, illusive
character that belongs to the outward aspects of nature; sub-
ject, therefore, to the acceptance of delusion for reality, and
open to injury when it bases its conclusions on the evidence
of the external senses, forgetting the higher teaching of the
soul. The proverb says: “The wise man changes his mind
often ; the fool, never.” The student of life rejoices that the
mind can change, since therein lies the opportunity of the higher
knowledge of to-day, which is an emphatic call to the mind to
cease from the mortal habit of looking outward into nature for
reality, to give up regarding effect as cause, and, as it has free-
dom of choice, to recover grace by looking inward for power.
Froebel uses the forms of creation for their “inner nature”
and their relation to man. In the interest of the child he puts
into practical service the science of correspondence ; that old
philosophy of the microcosm, that all things are in the spirit of
man ; and that of the macrocosm, that all forms in nature are
representative of, and by the law they exhibit correspond to,
the spirit of man, and therefore bear within themselves the char-
acter of response to all needs, whether physical, spiritual, or
mental. Froebel teaches even the mother that the very play
of the baby should not be idle and meaningless, but that she
should have always in mind the great laws of life as signs of
the relation of the soul to God, and so should regard light and
darkness, stillness and motion, rhythm and melody, repetitions
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and contrasts—indeed all things that make the child’s surround-
ings, as expressing the law that the relation of nature to the
soul is a sign of the relation of the soul to the Father, the law
being one and the same, on whatever plane it acts, whether
spiritual, natural, or mental.

The keynote of Froebel’s theory, which is expanded into
harmony in kindergarten practice, is #nity. For this reason,
one who comprehends this underlying thought of life can take
any single thing that the child is doing and read it in three
ways: First, outwardly, as a scientific use of material measured
by inches, presenting some principle of industry based upon
mathematics ; next, inwardly, as a sign of the existence and
action of life itself; and finally, as an expression of the growth
of thought upon the plane of the mind. The child comes
into life revealing the impulse of the spirit to express itself as
power. He meets the response of nature, he labors with ma-
terial, and following the law which it represents, he at length
works out a sign of the thing that he dimly thought about.
Thus he takes the three great steps of life which man forever
repeats, passing from the impulse of the *power within,”
which is spirit, to the perception of nature, and finally, by
means of action reaching that clear, definite thought which is
the true growth of mind.

Froebel says, ¢ Nature and life speak very early to man, but
they speak softly.” The mystery, the tenderness, and the
strength of nature awaken within him longings to be, to dare,
and to do. The influences of land and sea, of sunshine and
storm, the scenes and seasons of the changing year, lead him
through an entire sphere of feelings, often unintelligible to
himself or others—feelings that are sad, joyous, yearning,
dauntless, solemn, or sublime:

“ The song and the silence in the heart,
That in part are prophecies, and in part
Are longings wild and vain.
And the voice of that fitful song
Sings on and is never still ;

* A boy’s will is the wind’s will,
And the thoughts of youth are long, long thoughts.

9
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All this, as the true thinker knows, is the awakening of the
spirit (not the mind) to consciousness of itself in its dual al-
liance with nature below and the divine above. It is the
search of the soul to “find out God.” As Froebel says:
<« These feelings are presages of the future life; they are the
hieroglyphics of the still slumbering inner life; and when
rightly recognized, estimated, and understood, they are angels
which lead men in and through life; therefore they should not
be lost for man, they should not be allowed to pass away into
empty vapor and mist.”

Thus we are taught that the early consciousness of the soul
should be cherished and transmuted into clear, true thought.
The power of thought underlies all doing. Life is not truly
lived until the power which has been given by God has again
passed outward bearing the impress of the mind that received
it. It may be an invention, a scientific theory, or a metaphysi-
cal truth; but in the plan of life, whenever genuine develop-
ment is attained, it is by this process, from the unity of God to
separateness in the individual, and from him back again toward
unity by way of human society. Scientific thought is that
which rightly perceives the relationship of forms and forces in
nature and in life. Through its progress the various parts of
the world have been put in connection, the knowledge of one
man soon comes to be world knowledge, and the nations of
the world, moving toward unity of information and habits of
life, are becoming to a degree alike in what the spirit of the age
regards as learning. To this end we have colleges and schools;
study is universal, and the atmosphere vibrates with mental
activity. In this movement of life the kindergarten wins favor
by its results, even while it is the few rather than the many
among its supporters who comprehend the idea of spiritual
being which is its foundation. Outwardly the method is sim-
ple. Based for its intellectual part upon elementary mathemat-
ics, its sequences of form and idea are clear and definite, repre-
senting with continuity the movement of law in nature, so that
the scheme can be used and be of service even when pre-
sented without a full knowledge of all that it means. But
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when studied by one who has the perfect thought of spirit as
cause and the human mind as effect, the deep interior intelli-
gence that led to the organizing of the method is compre-
hended, and the kindergarten is seen to be the means by which
the earliest feelings and spiritual awakenings of the child may
be met and cherished until, gaining strength, they grow into
conscious thought and regulated action.

It may be said briefly that the essential difference between
the idea of the kindergarten and other methods of education
is that, while the school makes a direct effort to train the mind
by teaching facts relative to the life of man and the domain of
nature, with the idea of imparting scientific and intellectual
knowledge, the kindergarten recognizes first the spirit and then
its connection with nature; it gives each object because of its
relation to the human soul, and, as a means by which the child
can express something that stirs within himself while its ulti-
mate intention is, through this accord of the spirit with nature,
to develop the child’s power of thought and its expression in
industry and in language. Its three vital points are God, nat-
ure, and man. The movement is that of the soul, mortal yet
immortal, passing from God to nature and back to its source;
and this practice in the science of being is the meaning of the
kindergarten. :

The sight of nature as a correspondence to the soul has been
the open vision of the seers of the world; and its elementary
forms, beginning with the sphere whose centre is Deity and
whose radiation and expansion are all life, have been used as
symbols for soul speech since earliest time. When the child
plays with the ball it is apparently the merest pastime, but to
those who know, he is being set face to face with unity, as it is
shown in the relation of sphere to sphere in nature, and in the °
relationship of spheres of being in the kingdom of the spirit.

The burden of metaphysical teaching is that man is a spir-
itual being, and that if he will but realize his birthright the way
of power is open to him. Thus the world is beginning to re-
peat as a grand choral the words and phrases that, since history
began, have been spoken by the mystics and wise men of earth.
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But in education Froebel stands alone as the one who could at
last see clearly and in full how to take as the basis of teaching
the whole sphere of life, spiritual, mental, and natural, who
could take the spiritual element of life as the point for depart-
ure and return; who could allow grace, freedom, and individ-
uality, and at the same time be altogether scientific in the
natural sense, using the order of form in nature as representa-
tive of spiritual method and law, yet teaching the child funda-
mental mathematical facts and laws, and constraining the hand
to produce material results under the limitation of nature.

The kindergarten makes its way slowly because its idea of
wholeness in education has to contend with the idea of sepa-
rateness in the mind of man ; but as this perverted and partial
view gives way before the sense of man’s relation to God, and
of his own power through that unity of life, this method of
treatment for the nature and mind of childhood will be re-
garded as essential for all those who from the first are to grow
up in consciousness of their inner power—who are not to lose
time in the desert of mistaken idea, but are to be led directly
to the centre of life for a beginning, and taught to make their
way from thence by the way of nature and of society toward
peace and power on the earth. ‘

10



THE IDEAL OF UNIVERSITIES.
BY ADOLF BRODBECK, PH.D.

(Second Article.)
[Translated from the German by the author.)

THE real aim of the Protestant philosophy is mainly identi-
cal with that of the scholastic. Besides the Christian philoso-
phy, with the Catholics and Protestants still aiming at the sys-
tematic amalgamation of antiquity and Christianity, there is a
further current in the philosophic endeavors of the present age
which might be called the objective historic aim. This re-
nounces, more or less, the synthesis, and devotes itself to the
scientific task of using all means of erudition, especially philol-
ogy, to give a genuine and complete picture of the course of
development of pre-existing philosophy, and especially to repro-
duce, as clearly and as thoroughly as possible, the Grecian, the
mother of all past philosophies.

With the Germans, Eduard Zeller is at present the principal
representative of the historic investigation of the Grecian school.
This current of inquiry, which shows itself particularly active
from the standpoint of scholasticism and was greatly fostered
by the revival of the classical languages, and which is perhaps
the strongest in the philosophic life of the present day, is also
found chiefly in Germany.

The present aim of these objective endeavors consists in col-
lecting the material—in sifting, translating, and expounding;
also,in investigating the connection between the different philo-
sophic systems in their historic and elementary relations toward
one another ; and, further, in proving the union of these systems
with the respective factors of culture, and in representing this
independently of any prejudiced school aspect. Thus will be
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obtained a picture of the self-development of the philosophic
conscientiousness of mankind, which is not constructed on the
lines of any scheme from ¢ above,” but is obtained by investi-
gation in a thoroughly scientific manner. Moreover, it is the
purpose of these endeavors to examine what is to be found of
lasting value in these philosophic systems, and to discover that
which harmonizes with the results of modern science, and hence
may become available for future use. The underlying motive,
therefore, of this historic aim is much the same as that of the
scholastic and Protestant philosophy which exists to-day.

The most recent philosophic activity of the present age indi-
cates the birth of a self-dependent and productive system, based
upon facts of nature and history recognized in a strictly scien-
tific light. It had its origin in the inductive and practical
philosophy of modern Englishmen, in the materialistic endeav-
ors of the last century in France, and also in the aims of natural
philosophers at the beginning of .the nineteenth century. But
the main strength of this activity lies in the direct study of
nature itself. The followers of this school, who in a measure
create philosophy anew—and whose methods and researches,
when compared with those of the earlier natural philosophers of
Greece, are seen to be but a step in advance of them—are schol-
ars educated chiefly in the physical sciences. This aim is rela-
tively apportioned among the philosophersof all civilized nations,
but especially among the Germans, English, and French.

Among the Germans, I would mention particularly Wundt,
who deserves great praise for his exact inquiries in the sphere
of physiological psychology.

The present task of this modern school of natural philosophy
is fourfold : (1) To lay bare the roots, especially of that feature
which concerns the theory of atoms; (2) to investigate its
course of development, in order to decide its relationship to all
former philosophies and contemplations of the world, with re-
gard to the historic connection and the differences of principles,
and to do this without prejudice; (3) in a methodical manner
to examine the degrees of probability of the various hypotheses;
and (4) coolly to discuss them.
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These are the four main currents in the philosophic faculties
of existing universities. They may be briefly characterized as
the philosophy of the Roman Catholic theologians, of the Prot-
estant theologians, of the philologists, and of the physicists.
In detail, there are of course many branches, which are to be re-
garded either as specifications of one or more of the four chief
currents, or as combinations or amalgamations of them.

Thus Lotze’s philosophy is composed of Protestant ideas and
those of modern physical science : the Protestant principle being
taken particularly from Leibnitz, and that of physical science
from Herbart.

Conjointly, these four divisions are found most complete in
Germany. Most of the non-Germanic countries show but one
of these aims. In a certain sense they may be regarded as four
philosophic strata, lying one above the other, like the strata of
the earth, which the geologist looks upon as co-existent, although
resting one upon another. Taking this view, it is probable that
those countries in which, until now, only the lowest and oldest
stratum (the Catholic philosophy) is to be found, will in time
have also a Protestant philosophy, later a philologic-historic,
and finally a philosophy of physics. Indications of this are al-
ready seen in the more complete commentaries upon the works.
of Kant, Hegel, and others, and their translation into the lan-
guages of other civilized nations. Indeed, it is also possible

that one or another of these strata should be passed over, in
order that the following stratum may be reached more readily.

That any one of these four main philosophic endeavors may
absorb or annihilate the others is extremely improbable, and it
certainly is not to be expected for a long time to come. That
only oze is in full possession of all philosophic truth is untrue.
Each of the four has its peculiar strength, as well as its weak
points. Ultimately, there are only two chief parties, the ancient
and the modern. To the ancient belong the three former aims:
the two Christian-antique philosophies and the historic-philo-
logic. To the modern belongs the fourth—that of physics.
The three former represent the ideal—partly the ethic-Christian
and partly the @sthetic-heathen. Herein lies their strength.
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The fourth aim, the natural philosophic, represents the real,
resting upon recognized facts ; and this is #zs strength. With
this is indicated the weak point in each main party : Those of
the ideal often build on suppositions which fail to stand modern
scientific tests; while those of the real are frequently without
sufficient dialectic training and ethical * insight to apprehend
the spiritual essentials in their various branches.

The two chief divisions may therefore continue until further
discoveries are made, each meanwhile learning much from the
other. But the ideal of a relative uniform aspect of the world,
which objectively portrays all natural and spiritual facts, must
constantly hover before all parties; and in this, the common
goal, which shines like a distant light to the wanderer, lies the
true unity of all philosophic aims.

Liberty of teaching is now tolerably well guaranteed among
all civilized nations, excepting certain Catholic and a few Prot-
estant districts—mostly in America, Switzerland, England,
France, and Germany. In countries in which the military or
clerical power predominates, the liberty of scientific teaching is
found to be in constant danger of suppression. The freedom of
learning in philosophic subjects is of course everywhere still
somewhat greater than that of teaching. <Yet, as experience
shows, the sphere of studies pursued through custom, and the
influence of conditions surrounding life and occupation, is gen-
erally stronger than the mere impulse to acquire knowledge
of pure and universal truth.

The different epochs through which the science of law has
passed, up to the present, are all exerting more or less influence
upon existing universities. As in philosophy, we can in general
distinguish four main currents in the modern endeavors of
jurisprudence at our institutions of learning: (1) the canon
law ; (2) the Roman law ; (3) the study which codifies, tabu-
lates, and compares the principles of historic jurisprudence ; and
(4) the beginnings of a science of law and state, which are
based on strictly scientific facts of human nature and history.

* The Greek etkos signifies character ; therefore, *¢ethic” refers to the moral
culture of the mind.
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The canon * law, as at present taught by Roman Catholic
theologians and at universities, is, on the whole, identical with
that of the middle ages. The canon law is the norm of right
for the Catholic Church, which, as the legatee of the old Ro-
man monarchy of the world, is an organization analogous to a
state. With the exception of the legal university at Bologna,
the canon law embraced virtually all of the juridical sciences
in the universities of the middle ages, till the epoch which
marked the revival of the classical languages.

From the commencement there were four chief divisions of
canon law, namely : (1) the “decretum Gratiani;” (2) the five
books, ¢ Decretalia ; ” (3) the sixth book of the decretals given by
Boniface VIIL ; and (4) the “Clementinz,” which are named
after Clemens V., and which were by John XXII. pre-
scribed as regulations for the jurisconsults in Bologna and
Paris. The canon law was later also entitled “jus Pontifi-
cium,” in contradistinction to the Roman law called “ jus Czesar-
eum.” Institutions such as the Vienna University, however,
occasionally relied upon the latter in the adjudication of their
own affairs.

To the canon law are attached a great number of other
writs, which are te be regarded as glosses, or as commentaries.
In so far as the Roman Catholic Church is still a power in
which juridical regulations of all kinds are practically in force,
it may be right that the canon law is taught at universities. A
kind of imitation thereof is the Protestant church law, which
has existed from the inception of that institution, and is taught
to students of Protestant theology at some universities.

Any real progress in this branch of knowledge, from a
strictly Catholic point of view, is scarcely to be thought of. It
is more a tradition of fixed sentences than a science. But the
real task of the teachers of canon law is primarily the ascertain-
ment of its origin and its connection with the former Roman
law, and with the contemporary factors of the history of the
church and of the culture of the middle ages; secondarily, the

® Canon is a Greek word, and originally signified ¢‘ rule,” or “law ;" later,
especially ecclesiastical rule or law.
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settlement of the historic and elementary relationship of the
canon law to forms, statutes, and views of right which have
arisen in both Church and State since the close of that epoch;
and, finally, the discovery of whatever may be contained in the
canon law of permanent worth, derived from the nature of hu-
man society itself and from a true conception of the relations
between Church and State.

The Roman law is at present taught at probably all of
the great universities of Western Europe. Concerning the sub-
stance of this branch of knowledge, it forms, on the whole, a
department complete in itself—which, however, occupies a prac-
tical activity in modern states only in a limited and modified
degree. Its principal merit lies in its being a compilation of
legal statutes, as they were enacted in the course of time by
the legislators of the Roman nation, who were generally well
versed in the science of practical law. This compendium,
which, regarded methodically, is entirely unscientific, was com-
pleted at the end of the imperial Roman era.

In the midst of the decay of political life and the antique
sciences, the juridical studies flourished at various towns of the
Roman empire in the second and third centuries after Christ ;
but, like other departments of antique and Roman life, they
soon grew completely torpid internally. During the middle
ages the Catholic law had prevailed almost exclusively at the
universities, being a kind of complement to theology ; and about
the time of the humanists, who especially revivified the Roman
world, the Roman law began also to revive. It formed a salu-
tary contrast to the canon law, and was already used by the
Hohenstaufens as a weapon in their contests with the Popes.
In Paris the teaching of the civil law had been prohibited since
1218. In Vienna it was a long time before the nominally
existing study of the Roman law was actually practised. Since
then the continuallk growing secular power has procured its
more general admission into the universities and into prac-
tical life.

As this Roman law for a long time was regarded as a court
of last resort, and even as a kind of dogma in legal matters, there
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was but little opportunity for scientific development. The
most that could be done, as with the canon law, was to add a
kind of gloss to the existing material, and to treat cases which
did not exist in the Roman law by whatever analogy could be
found.

The real scientific task of those who have to do with the
Roman law is evidently to reveal, as clearly as possible, its
roots in the Roman civil life, and especially in the antique idea
of the absoluteness of the state, and the ancient connection of
the individual with the community ; to show the gradual in-
stitution of the Roman law, beginning with the ten tabular
laws, and through this to expose the interaction of all the
factors of culture; to collect, sift, and arrange, as well as pos-
sible, the preserved remains of other features of the juridical life
of the Romans ; to settle the historic and elementary relation-
ship of the Roman with the canon law, and especially with the
Catholic Church; to prove comprehensively its influence upon
the development of the study of law in modern juridical life;
to show clearly and thoroughly the connection between the
Roman and the ancient and modern German law, and also that
of other civilized nations; and, finally, to determine how much
of it might be acknowledged as lasting truth, because derived
from the true conception of law and from the nature of human
society. '

In addition to the study of the canon and Roman laws,
there is a further current in the juridical endeavors of the
present age which we may call the objective historic aim. This

" renounces, for the present, the direct practical employment or
systematic arrangement of its material, and devotes itself to
the scientific use of the philologic and historic methods of in-
quiry to revive the Roman law, which had hitherto been petri-
fied into a sort of dogma; to comprehend it simply as some-
thing developed under quite definite conditions, and modified
in the course of time; and as far as possible to reproduce it
completely and clearly as a living organism. This current—al-
ready made possible and somewhat spread through the study
of the classical languages—has come into full activity since the
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beginning of our century, during which period it has had its
main supporters in Germany, among whom are the renowned
Eichhorn and Savigny, historian of the Roman law during the
Middle Ages. )

To this historic treatment naturally must be added that of
the German law, including the legal rules, statutes, and views
hitherto formed. Indeed, in Germany one authority has al-
ready in the last century gone back to the old German law and
custom ; and the later works of the theoretical and practical
lawyers are intended to re-establish the national factor, as is
being attempted in other countries. Hence, the whole may
in future produce a picture of the true development of the
principles of right in the national life of ancient and modern
times. .

But the real undertaking. which makes this historic inquiry
scientifically valuable, is to compare these facts with one an-
other, to select and define those which have a common basis,
to judge everything by the standard of right, and to determine
that which is of lasting value.

The later juridical endeavors of the present day suggest the
inception of a more comprehensive, independent, and produc-
tive jurisprudence, based upon a methodical investigation of
the facts of real life and history. The beginnings of this aim
already revert to the keen-sighted and practical philosopher,
Hume ; to the socialist, Adam Smith ; and in part to the ju-
ridical, philosophic theories of Kant and Hegel. The chief
strength of this inquiry grows out of the direct and exact study
of life itself—its requirements, intercourse, and products.

This aim, which in a certain sense creates jurisprudence
anew, runs parallel with that of the Greek political theorists,
and is similar to that of the Roman teachers of law; in fact it
may be regarded as a higher stage of the latter. The expo-
nents of it are men who have been educated chiefly in techni-
cal and practical spheres. Indeed, it is probable that this idea
pervades all civilized nations; but it has had genuine represent-
atives, since its inception, in such men as List, Schiffle, and
Mohl. The politico-economic sciences are already taught in
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part at the great universities, and to some extent at the high
technical schools, such as those of Stuttgart and Munich.

The true scientific aim of this modern jurisprudence, or
state science, of which thus far only its theory of political econ-
omy is relatively developed, is to disclose the roots of its own
origin, with especial regard to its fundamental principles, such
as property, value, rent, etc. ; and to examine their soundness.
It has also to investigate its own course of development, to
determine its historic and fundamental relationship to pre-
existing ideas and systems, and gradually to grow into a com-
plete system of sciences comprehending the social aspects
of the race and the true law of life in all its branches. The
acknowledgment that for this purpose the boundary lines of a
narrow, egoistic, national principle must be broken, and that
there also is a universal compact which includes that of indi-
vidual nations, has already shown itself in the rudiments of a
theory about international law. *

These, then, are the four main currents in the juridical fac-
ulties of existing universities. Of course there are various
branches, which are to be regarded either as individualizing
some one of the four, or as a unification or intermingling of
them all. These chief currents may be considered as four
stages in the development of juridical science, which, however,
co-exist with one another, although originating in different
epochs, because the preceding phase did not cease to exist
when the succeeding stage arrived. This development may be
compared to a palm-tree, the old leaves of which do not imme-
diately fall off when the new ones begin to sprout, but merely
fade and droop, and even then are of benefit to the tree, caus-
ing it to appear stately and complete. When the leaves are
quite dry, they fall off in obedience to a law of their own nat-
ure, having no further connection with the product.

It is to be hoped, however, that the newest scientific aim,
for purposes of both theory and practice, will soon extinguish
the others ; yet everything is here in its infancy, and there are
few really firm points in it. As with philosophy, at the bottom

* One of the first authorities on this subject is Bluntschli.
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of this endeavor there exists the rivalry between the ancient
and modern schools. To the former belong the Canonists, the
Romanists, and the exclusive nationalists, who wish to go
back only to the historic national law ; while to the latter be-
long the national economists, including the statisticians, the
socialists, and the scientific theorists of international law.

But the common aim of all existing currents of inquiry is
the gradual development and individualization of the idea
of right. With most students of legal science, however, a
knowledge obtained by mere memory is the predominant de-
sideratum.

We shall next discuss the growth of the physical sciences—
their dogmatic, semi-dogmatic, objective historic, and exact
scientific aims—and explain some fundamental questions regard-
ing universities in general.



PSYCHIC VIEWS OF INFANT PRODIGIES.

BY J. EMERY MCLEAN.

THERE are certain subtle forces of nature which are com-
monly overlooked, but which upon examination are ever found
to be most fascinating in their operations. The ancient Greek
and Egyptian philosophers made these forces a life-study. But
the glory of their achievements in the realm of metaphysics
was somewhat dimmed by the then growing materialism
which culminated in the Dark Ages. While many of the fruits
of their investigations have been transmitted through successive
centuries to the people of the present day, the resources of nat-
ural law, as discovered by these philosophers, are to the modern
world almost a sealed book.

It is conjectured that the laws of nature have been pro-
jected by centrifugal force, and therefore cannot vary or deviate
from their coursé. All subordinate activities in the universe—
minor expressions of these laws—are necessarily characterized
by the same immutable principles. Occultism is a study of
these forces and of their natural operation, whereby various
psychic phenomena are made manifest on this plane of life. It
is therefore a natural science.

All things pertaining to this abstruse philosophy were
viewed by the sages of old in a different light from that of the
savants of the present era. The ascetics of past ages became
familiar with the truths of the occult that its benefits might be
transmitted to posterity; to-day many investigators study its
phenomena for pecuniary profit or for the gratification of per-
sonal vanity. The applause which the world invariably accords
to the producer of the apparently abnormal is an incentive
which gives rise alike to laudable and reprehensible motives of
research. Yet the knowledge obtained in these more material
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ways is but the husk of truth—the kernel of fact remaining still
unrevealed. Occultism aims at the removal of the husk and
the disclosure of nature’s (so-called) secrets.

The reintroduction of this psychic science into the affairs of
men is like projecting a bomb over the ocean. It strikes the
surface, explodes, and causes a vast upheaval of previously un-
ruffled waters. The shell sinks to the bottom and becomes
embedded in the sand, but one more thought has been set
adrift upon the troubled sea of human reason. The disturb-
ance of the waters may subside, and all apparently become
calm; but the thought has been projected, and must inevitably
proceed to ultimate fruition.

To the ordinary mind, incapable of deep reasoning, some
objective phenomenon becomes necessary as a manifestation, in
presenting any form of truth ; but to the thinking mind occult-
ism presents a high order of metaphysical philosophy. To
earnest students it is but an invitation to enter the open door-
way of the higher realms of reason, and to learn for themselves
of the great truths therein revealed.

The knowledge which results from a correct apprehension of
occult laws and forces is of the most subtle order, and appeals
only to the finer faculties of the human mind—faculties fre-
quently neglected because misunderstood. This is the reason
why physical phenomena are necessary to attract the generality
of mankind. The few who are capable of plunging at once
into the higher philosophy of the subject, can do little more
than bequeath the records of their investigations, inspirations,
and revelations to a possibly unappreciative posterity. By the
Greek philosophers—Socrates, Pythagoras, Plato, and their
contemporaries—doubtless these difficulties were recognized.
“ Many are called but few chosen.” The philosophers of all
ages are invariably the “chosen,” because by them has been ac-
quired the higher intellectual illumination. The highest  gift”
comes only through acquirement.

In the human race the great law of evolutton is everywhere
typified ; consequently, the highest type of man extant upon
this earth is but the result of unbroken ages of development.



158 The Metaphysical Magazine.

It is an esoteric few, therefore, who through this natural process
have become the leaders of men, by virtue of their superior
mental development and the loftier spiritual insight thus ac-
quired. To such individuals belongs the credit for the discov-
ery of occult laws.

Of this science there are various forms, the most common of
which are clairvoyance (clear-seeing), with itsattendant branches;
clairaudience, or the sense of hearing inaudible voices; and
telepathy, or thought transference. But the degree of ani-
mality yet remaining in the human race requires that at pres-
ent the physical shall take precedence of any higher phases of
action. In a further stage of development, when the natural
laws of evolution shall have been recognized more widely, the
spiritual side of man will be in the ascendant, and he will nat-
urally turn to the higher philosophy for these truths which his
soul demands. Telepathy will be then a constant practice, and
thought carried on the *“ wings of the wind ” will be purposely
transmitted to every quarter of the globe.

To some minds, occultism is difficult of explanation; but,
like all natural phenomena, its effects may be described simply
as resulting from a union of unseen forces. The theory of
evolution plays a most important part in the egoism of hu-
man life. To lay bare this fact the innermost recesses of
man’s understanding must be reached. The deduction of logi-
cal conclusions from demonstrated facts is more or less affected
by the delicacy of the mental mechanism through which ideas
are infiltrated. The more minute the mechanism, the finer
may be the subject-matter dealt with. The wonderful struct-
ure of the human mind is capable of almost infinite develop-
ment, and the delicate intricacies through which thoughts from
a higher plane must be first transmitted suggest the difficulty
which some find in recognizing the occult. As these thoughts
are handed down through the different gradations of earth life,
their garb must become adjusted to each stratum of mentality
when it is reached. Hence, what would be easily comprehen-
sible to the higher intelligence of man would utterly fail of its
purpose if sought to be projected on the lower orders of being.
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This is why psychological manifestations must first be presented
to the masses in concrete, physical form. Through this means
the understanding of the lowest element of evoluted humanity
is reached.

But there is a spiritual as well as a physical evolution. The
richt-minded psychologist recognizes progress as a wniversal
law, with perfection as its goal. Toward this point we are all
tending, and the power of promoting or retarding our progress
is in our own hands. Along certain lines some have already
reached great heights. This is conspicuously noticeable in the
phenomenal talents often displayed by children, to account for
which many explanations have been offered by physiologists
and others, without intelligently accounting, however, for any
but the simplest facts of this most interesting subject. Before
stating my own convictions concerning the matter, it might be
well briefly to outline a few of the theories frequently advanced.

According to spiritualists, infant prodigies are of three
classes: (1) the heaven-born genius; (2) the child “medium,”
who performs his or her wonderful feats under spirit control ;
and (3) the infant in whom both these attributes are united.
By the sum of these three factors these people account for the
epidemic of infant phenomena which marks the present era.

Genius per se is frequently attributed to inspiration. Being
inborn, it attracts to its organism certain chemical properties
without which the divine quality cannot be externally expressed;
and while these investigators accept the axiom that geniuses
are always “cranks,” by them the fact is ascribed to that pecul-
iar formation of the brain by which certain influences are ex-
cluded while other qualities are abnormally developed. For ex-
ample, the artist or musician, who has attained pre-eminence in
his profession, as a general rule is fitted for only the one calling
—thus showing, according to spiritualists, that the brain has
been cultivated from one standpoint alone. This, in a certain
sense, is regarded as unfortunate, for it excludes from the indi-
vidual the enjoyment of much of the beautiful in life. They
point also to successful business men—especially those of the
old school—and find them analogous to the artist and musician:
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their existence is dominated by close application, thorough
study, and constant adherence to a central idea.

The infrequency with which genius with the brush and pal-
ette makes itself manifest in the infant is explained by the
statement that art of that nature appeals chiefly to the eye.
With music it is different. The sweet sounds permeate every
fibre of the body. They appeal to the harmony of the soul,
thus carrying the child’s imagination up to higher flights of
fancy. This accounts in a great measure for the numerical pre-
ponderance of infant musical prodigies—as were Haydn, Liszt,
Rossini, Mendelssohn, Schubert, Cherubini, Paganini, and
Beethoven.

We have also occasional infant mathematicians, which spir-
itualism places in the second-named class. Their feats, we are
informed, result simply from the brain of the child being pos-
sessed by a higher intelligence—one who, while on earth, was
skilled in mathematical calculation. The infant orator is said
to belong to the same order of peculiar beings. In fact, there
are scores of infant prodigies displaying remarkable powers
along various lines of thought and action, each and all asserted
to be controlled by unseen personalities.

It is insisted that the added power of another’s soul in the
infant prodigy makes him the creature he is. It is seldom,
however, that either he or those about him realize this power;
or, if so, they are unwilling to acknowledge its source. Such
concession on their part, it is said, would destroy the individu-
ality of the child who receives the inspiration.

But just here arises the question: Inspiration by whom or
what? Is the mind which inspires the infant universal or in-
dividual ? If the latter, why are its functions limited to music,
oratory, and poetry? Why can its possessor give no other evi-
dence of his identity ? It would seem, indeed, that there must
be an end to unsolved mysteries, mysterious disappearances,
the losing of valuables, the keeping of secrets, and the harboring
of doubts, if the wires of communication between individuals in
the two worlds are properly laid. The statement that “dead
men tell no tales ” must be removed from our nineteenth-cen-
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tury book of proverbs, if death is no barrier to our mutual inter-
course with regard to worldly matters.

The boy Hoffman, whose performances on the piano aston-
ished American audiences a few years since, was said to be con-
trolled by the spirit of Mozart. Ifso, who controlled Mozart,
who was a phenomenal infant himself while on earth? If self-
development is the object of our being, why this favoritism in
the matter of advantages ? And how are we to recognize origi-
nal genius?

In the discussion of this subject, of course, our materialistic
friends are also ready with an explanation: ¢ Pre-natal influ-
ence” is the key to the mystery. While it is undoubtedly
true that, immediately after conception and to a certain ex-
tent during the period of gestation, the mother’s mind may in-
fluence that of the child in such manner as to produce what is
known as a birth-mark, and even to create tendencies and
predilections in the character of her offspring, yet this argu-
ment falls far short of accounting for the world’s geniuses.

It is well known that this process involves an abnormal
condition in the mind of the mother—such as intense fright,
joy, despair, or frenzy, violent admiration, or extravagant hal-
lucination—to produce the phenomenon in the child. ¢ Like
begets like,” and therefore the infant should reflect precisely
the maternal bent. But the parents of “Blind Tom” had
never seen a piano till their child had displayed his talent,
which he did the very first time his groping fingers came in
accidental contact with an ivory keyboard.

In occasional families some form of apparent genius displays
itself in nearly every member. By materialists this duplication
is attributed to certain chemical preponderances in the bodies
of the parents. The father may be the gifted one, and the
mother to all appearances an ordinary person, and vice versa ;
but it is the union of the two which is said to form the ele-
ments necessary for the expression and transmission of the
parental gifts.

Again, we are told that remote heredity has a great deal to

do with this class of phenomena. A certain talent may have
Ir
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been displayed generations back, lain dormant for years, and
finally through the accident of chemical affinity the hidden
blossom may spring forth into a full-blown flower. This is fre-
quently shown in cases of very ordinary, commonplace parents
who bring forth remarkable progeny, thus illustrating one well-
known fact in nature: the majority of our great men have been
of lowly birth. Ancient history teems with such instances,
which were always ascribed to the miraculous—an adjective
which I agree with the spiritual philosophers in refusing to
employ.

The truth with regard to so-called prodigies, among either
infants or adults, is that the phenomenon is only apparent.
The display of genius is but the effect of a law as natural, in-
violable, and unchangeable as that of gravitation itself. That
law is reincarnation. The fact that our lives are given ex-
pression on this plane once denotes the possibility of our living
here a hundred or a thousand times; and the modicum of
knowledge we gain in only one life implies its necessity, if we
are to become thoroughly rounded out and intelligent beings.

While the materials which compose our bodies are found on
analysis to contain nothing of a permanent or enduring nature,
and in fact are entirely renewed every few years, yet in our
possession of minds there is evidence that we are something
more than gross matter. Mind is a unique substance in that it
does not change into other forms. The proof of this lies in
the fact of memory. Were it not so, we could remember noth-
ing more remote than seven years back at the farthest. That
non-physical “something” is what occult students recognize
as soul, the ego—the real man ; and in transcending the limita-
tions of matter, it reveals its eternal and immortal character—a
revelation of Deity, its Creator.

Creation implies knowledge, as well as power ; and the con-
sensus of human testimony is that the only sure way to acquire
knowledge is through experience. In threescore years and
ten a human being can undergo a wide diversity of joys and
sorrows, but how much actual knowledge has he gained?
With second childhood he seems to have arrived almost at his
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starting - point, when the change called death takes place.
What, then, becomes of the deathless soul ? It returns to its
native spiritual habitat to assimilate the experiences through
which it has just passed. This act has its fitting counterpart
on the material plane. As the stomach digests the food it re-
ceives, and as the mind digests the ideas it conceives, so the
soul digests the experiences it gains. As the result of the
physical function is bodily strength, and that of the mental
process is knowledge, so also the fruit of the spiritual opera-
tion is wisdom.

To acquire wisdom, then, is manifestly the primary purpose
of human existence, and this means perfect knowledge. To
what degree of perfection can man attain during one period of
life on earth ? Plainly infinitesimal, even along a single line.
Hence, in a succession of embodiments lies his only opportu-
nity to progress. This scale has an infinity of divisions; and,
like all spheres, it contains an infinite number of circles. When
the soul has passed once around the line of a single one of them,
it has reached the culmination of a series of related experi-
ences : though it may have required thousands of years and
scores of incarnations to effect the result—perfection. Still,
humanity is so vast that almost every year marks the comple-
tion of such a cycle in the life of one or more persons. These
individuals, when the ultimate is reached coincidently with the
soul’s final embodiment in that series of expressions, we are
accustomed to call prodigies; but the term is a misnomer.
They are simply reapers of what they have sown in accordance
with natural law, whether the reaper be a Raphael or a Rubin-
stein, a Patti or a Pericles, a Swedenborg or a Shakespeare, a
Cicero or a Christ.

But it sometimes happens that the “ infant prodigy ”
ceases to be a marvel on attaining manhood ; z.e., he reaches
the culmination of one line of endeavor and begins an entirely
new series during the same embodiment.

The question of recalling previous incarnations is often per-
plexing to students of this occult law. Metaphysical philoso-
phy recognizes mind as soul expressed; and though memory
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is undoubtedly a faculty of the mind, it is not always con-
scious. It has sub-conscious and super-conscious phases, and
it is naturally in the former that the records of past experi-
ences are stored. When science ceases to consider the mate-
rial body as the man, and the gray tissue of the brain as the
mind, it will acknowledge sox/ as the ego, and the possessor of
a memory which is eternally conscious, though not always ac-
cessible to the phase of mind embodied in the flesh at any given
time. v

It is not literally true that man’s advancement is due to his
improvement on the work of those who have gone before him,
but rather to the augmentation of his own previous labors.
The startling and often depressing diversity which exists in
the conditions surrounding different members of the race, and
which gives rise to so much pessimistic oratory and literature,
in the philosophy of reincarnation is justifiable and explain-
able : The beneficiaries of fortune have heretofore changed
places with the victims of adversity, or they will do so here-
after. Fate is no respecter of persons.

The “infant prodigy ” is but a graduate from the spiritual
College of Experience.

\



THE RELIGIOUS TRAINING OF CHILDREN.
BY ABBY MORTON DIAZ.

(Second Article.)

WHAT is religion? Hearing it always spoken of as refer-
ring to the One Universal Cause, we may naturally wonder
how this matter is regarded in other parts of our common uni-
verse, not alone in that small portion occupied by our solar
system, with its Jupiter, Saturn, and the rest, but in the in-
finitude of fixed stars and their planets, and in all the worlds
existing beyond our telescopic vision. As the Source of this
infinite manifestation is omnipresent Mind, we may safely in-
fer that from this Source mind everywhere exists; and, fur-
ther, that proceeding therefrom it will be likely to do else-
where what it does in our small speck of a- world—i.e., strive
for a conscious union with its Source.

True, we cannot know; but with us religion seems so
narrowed, so materialized, by the restrictions and forms of ec-
clesiasticism, that somehow we can have more breathing room
by considering it co-extensive with the universe.

It seems good, however, to find everywhere a surety that this
world with all its belongings is not doing itself, so to speak,
but that it has a producing Cause—a somewhat other than ap-
pears—immanent in all, and to which, or whom, we as individu-
als stand in the relation of the created to the Creative, ex-
istence to Being, sustained to the Sustaining. To this unseen
Presence we ascribe what alone seems sufficient unto its full
manifestation—namely, the infinitude of wisdom, love, power,
strength, intelligence, harmony, good—all united in the one
word God. In the Hebrew this word signifies Being, Life; to
nourish, to sustain, to pour forth energy; a power going forth,
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entering into, setting up motion, ruling, guiding, causing to
revolve. From the same root are derived words which signify
brooding ; the act of a mother nursing her offspring ; the prin-
ciple of motherhood.

In all times and places, people have striven for a conscious-
ness of union with this omnipresent Cause. We have from
the Greeks: ¢ There is but one Being. . . . author of life

energy of all things. One universal soul pervading the
universal sphere.” Hindoo : “ Consider all things as existing
in the Divine Spirit . . . supreme, omnipresent Intelli-
gence pervading all. . . . All things in the universe are
merely the primeval heart of Buddha. This heart is universally
diffused and comprehends all things within itself. The Lord,
existing through himself, of whom and through whom all
things were, are, and will be.” Egyptian: “ God, the begin-
ning, the One Father, the Spirit who animates and perpetuates
the woeld.” Mohammedan: “ God is the AlL” Our own
Scriptures: “ One Father, of whom are all things.”

In regard to this divine life in san, we have in our Bible:
“It is the same God working in you all. The tabernacle of
God is with man. Ye are builded together for a habitation of
God in the Spirit.” Hindoo: “I am pervaded by Thee;
Thou containest me. Within, beyond, my God existeth. In
thee, in me, in every one, the Lord of Life resides.” Persian:
“Soul of the soul, intellect exists by Thee.” Dr. Channing:
“ The everlasting Father, quickening, sustaining, renewing us.”

- Theodore Parker: “ As God fills all space, so all spirit. Thou
art nearer to us than we are to ourselves.” Emerson: “ Man
rests upon the bosom of his God, and draws, at his need, inex-
haustible power.”

Statements of this nature, expressed in the Scriptures of
the different peoples, are known as their religions. None show
need of creed or formalistic service. They have no formal
significance. They are of the spirit, and concern man’s inmost.
The word religion, aside from the thing itself, has been various-
ly defined. According to Cicero it signifies “ to re-read.” An-
other ancient authority gives for the meaning, “ to bind back
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to God.” Dr. Watts defined it as “duty to God.” We are
told in our Scriptures that man is patterned after the Divine.

Now, as to these meanings, we may well say that each
human life should be such that observers may there * re-read ”
the divine pattern inscribed on the heart. We may state also
that, for this complete outliving, the individual human being
must turn inward from the outer, the sense-life, and feel con-
sciously “bound back ” to the Father, or Begetter—that which
gets us to be. And we may further say that duty to God re-
quires a complete showing forth of the divine pattern, and that
lack of this completeness is irreligion—actual sin—the word si7
meaning, to come short of the mark. “ We have all sinned and
come short of the glory of God;” that is, we have all failed
of showing forth the gloriousness of our divine possibilities.

Religious training, then, is so to manage, to train, that the
God imprint on each child shall be revealed. How shall this
be done ? Obviously not by teaching that this innermost Pres-
ence is far off, up above, looking down ; nor by making this
far-away God a convenience in answering unanswerable child-
questions—as God did this, God did that, God will feel thus
_and so. A little girl, asking about her deceased baby brother,

was told that God had taken him up into heaven, the idea -

being given that heaven was somewhere above the sky. Soon
after the birth of another boy, her mother noticed that in saying
her evening prayers the child mentioned every member of the
family except the baby. ¢ But why not pray for your little
baby brother?” the mother asked. “ Hush!” whispered the
child, “I don’t want God to know I've got another little baby
brother.” She evidently had an idea of magnitude, of far-off-
ness, and of an unearthly sort of Being, somewhere, with unlim-
ited extension of the sense of hearing as well as capacity for
taking away children.

Man is said to be created in the image of God ; but we may
as well say that God has been made in the image of man, for it
is certainly the case that man everywhere has carried to infinity
his own highest conceptions, and called that infinite GOD.
This, indeed, is a necessity of the case. But let us take what
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is really our highest. By this, our present conceptioh of God
is infinite love, intelligence, truth, power, , wisdom, good,
strength, life. Qur duty to God, then, is to let these appear in
character and conduct. In the religious training which will
accomplish this we are not to consider the child as a receptacle
to be filled. We are not to put anything into him. The di-
vine germ is there, awaiting development. How shall we aid
this? Is it by telling him if he is naughty God will not love
him, or will send him to hell to be forever lost? Or must we
make him afraidof God ? Clearly this cannot be the way. Fear
can never develop love. Nor will the intellectual methods of
learning texts of Scripture be effective, nor yet repeating the
Golden Rule, or the Ten Commandments, or answers to ques-
tions contained in the Catechism.

What is the divine method as seen in nature? It accom-
plishes by working from within outward, not from without in-
ward. The inmost desire of a pine, we will say, is to be a pine.
This is its ideal, its religion, or duty to its Creator. In a nursery
of plants their training does not consist in putting anything in-
to them. What they can be and do is already there in embryo.
It cannot be supplied. So of our nursery-ground of young human
plants. In each are divine possibilities. Qur part is to aid in
their development, and our first move is to gain that co-opera-
tion which in the plant seems automatic. Like the nursery-
man, we must work with, not upon, our material. And how
can this intelligent co-operation be secured ? Interest the child
in his own perfection. Lead him to desire this as he desires of
a plant in his garden—that it shall be, and do, its best. He
would have it gain a full and shapely growth, and express its
utmost possibilities in foliage, bloom, and fruit. Wisely trained
in this line of thought, a child would be as much disturbed by
finding a blemish on himself, as to discover that a spot was
soiling his white lily.

Every child enjoys perfection. A boy is pleased to see per-
fection in a jackknife. The better its steel, the keener its edge,
the nicer its finish, and the more things it will do well, the
greater his pleasure. The girl, likewise, is pleased to see a
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superior kind of doll. The more life-like its countenance, the
sweeter its smile, the more 7ea/ its ringlets, the more shapely
its limbs, the more gown-like its dress, the more things it can
do well, and the more closely it corresponds to a live child, the
greater her pleasure. So of any tools or toys; also of fruits and
flowers. A perfect apple or rose causes involuntary admiration.
In a story, the child is pleased with the brave boy—the truth-
ful, the kind, the honorable, the helpful, the generous, the in-
telligent ; and the brighter these qualities shine out from a dark
ground of circumstances the greater his admiration.

It may be said that this is no more than natural. But what
do we mean by natural, other than that such is his nature?
He responds to perfection because it is his zature to do so ; and
what is this nature but a manifestation of the Divine? Even
a boy possessing opposite qualities is compelled instinctively to
appreciate the good ones in others. Why not take advantage
of this natural aid, and, by wisely thought-out methods, induce
the little one to make himself the kind of boy he can approve ?
In this we can always trust nature as a compelling power. No
boy will be able to approve of himself if that self be unworthy
his approval. Thus we have an almighty force on our side, if
we will but recognize and work in line with it.

Begin early, say the trainers of animals and of plants.
Likewise, with children begin early—that is, before they can
perceive that anything is begun. It is the unconscious influence
that tells. Not even grown people like to know that somebody
is trying to do them good. To a very young child a mother
could say: ‘“ My dear, suppose you make yourself just such a
little boy (or girl) as you would like to play with and stay in
the room with. You know what kind you like best.” This
could begin a profitable talk, and it might be further suggested
—*“for you know you will have to stay with yourself day and
night as long as you live; and as there can be no separation you
will be more comfortable by making yourself the kind of com-
panion you can enjoy. It would be unpleasant to be obliged
to take for a constant playmate a person you disliked or de-
spised—how much worse were that person yourself ! ”
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Just here a child incident related by a mother is apropos:
Her daughter of four or five years told a falsehood. She said
to the child, “What a pity! for this makes a dark spot on
yourself.” Hearing this the girl began to cry. ¢ But, my
dear,” said the mother, “if from this moment you speak the
exact truth the dark spot will go away.” This comforted the
child and gave her inspiration. How much better some such
method as this than the customary one of saying: “ Oh, what
a naughty girl] Now God won't love you,” or “ God will
punish you,” or “if you do so, you will not go to heaven when
you die!”

In regard to the matter of interesting the child in its own
perfection, it may be asked, Is this religion? Surely. Is not
God perfect? And is not the child created spiritually in the
image and likeness of God, thus bearing the Divine imprint ?
And is it not religion that this zzmost of the child be shown
forth ? Is not this *“duty to God ?”

A question is sure to be raised concerning the ability of a
child to tell right from wrong; but it has already been shown
that as soon as he is old enough to hear a story he approves
the good, the true, and the lovely. As to how he does it, there
is no better answer than—because it is his nature to do so.

. It is usually at about this time that the child, having heard
various allusions to “ God” by various people, begins to ask
those unanswerable questions so perplexing to a mother, and
which are often answered by statements having no foundation
in knowledge. Now, asin all the world it is only we humans
who are spiritually one with the Divine Cause, it follows that
all God-knowledge must come through our own innermost.
This guide is called conscience. We are spoken of as being
guided by its voice. Of a penitent wrong-doer it is said that
he is “ conscience-stricken.” Of a doer of right that he is “con-
scientious.” Now, what is conscience? When that earnest
seeker, Madame Guyon, asked her spiritual adviser, “ Where
can I find God ?” he answered, “ Look within.” And, indeed,
in what other direction can we look, since it is by the spirit that
we are allied to God ? God-seekers in all times and places
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have thus found and spoken. This inner witness, this voice of
conscience, is the voice of God. And can there be a surer
guide ? .
Suppose, then, we answer our young questioner, our child
God-seeker, in this way: “ My dear, when you hear of two
children and their different ways, you do not have to be told
which is the right and which is the wrong way. You do not
evenask. And when you yourself speak in a kindly or unkind-
ly way, there is an inner something which lets you know which
of the two is the good way. You do not hear this something;
you do not see it ; you cannot touch it. It speaks without the
common kind of voice. But in its silent way it informs you
-of the difference between right and wrong. This inner voice,
which you cannot physically hear, but which lets you know,
you may call the voice of God; and the more earnestly you
listen the more plainly it will speak. Is it not good that chil-
dren and all of us have so kind a teacher?”

The child may not fully understand—does any one ? But of
the two directions—within ourselves and a special place located
above somewhere—we have set our young questioner in the
true one. To bring a child under the rule of this inner Voice
does more for him than to answer his question. It establishes
within himself an ever-abiding tribunal, clothed with authority
from on high.

Next we will consider what would come from bringing all
children into obedience to this Law written upon the heart, and
how we may advance still further in our religious training of
children.



THE HIGHER ASPECTS OF HYPNOTISM.

BY W. J. COLVILLE.

THE discoveries made during the last quarter of a century,
concerning the susceptibility of human beings to moral treat-
ment, are so revolutionary in their effects upon discipline that
we now rarely hear advocated the modes of punishment which
were universally in vogue before the new Renaissance. The
new psychology differs radically from the old by reason of the
greater familiarity which it shows with the true nature of the
men and women with whom we seek to deal. To claim new-
ness for the present psychologic attitude would be unwarrant-
able, were we discussing the question from the standpoint of
archzology ; but if the theme be treated from a popular point
of view, “the new psychology” is not in any sense a mis-~
nomer.

A singularly fascinating aspect of the general question is
the philosophy of mental suggestion. This topic cannot be
well considered apart from hypnotism, about which great in-
terest centres at present. Hypnotic suggestion, strictly speak-
ing, is only one form of suggestion—by no means the highest.
The word “hypnotism” is derived from the Greek /Aypnos

. (sleep), and is therefore incorrectly used when employed to
designate a condition into which sleep does not enter.

Aside from hypnotic suggestion, simple suggestion enters
largely into the practice of all phases of moral and mental
treatment, and to understand what suggestion to make in a
given case is essential to success in the practice of mental
therapeutics. If one person suggests a course of action to
another, it is logical to conclude that he supposes the other to
be both willing to receive and capable of acting upon it. Will-
ingness to receive a suggestion, however, does not always imply
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<onscious desire to act upon it; it does mean, however, sub-
conscious willingness, or conscious assent located in the sub-
self. This hidden willingness, pertaining to sub-conscious
mental activity, belongs to a realm where all are fundament-
ally alike.

Our essential agreements are comparable to our anatomical
and physiological resemblances, which are always vital, despite
the number and variety of superficial dissimilarities. If it be
conceded that each one desires that which is for the highest
good, the entire subject of suggestion is presented in a new
light, entirely at variance with the pessimistic conclusions of
those who are always seeing danger whenever the thought of
mental suggestion is presented to them.

The higher aspects of hypnotism, properly apprehended,
may be considered as those which are related exclusively to
honorable transactions between moral persons, whose experi-
ments are conducted either with the distinct end in view of
conveying some beneficial influence from one to anot her, or of
clearly demonstrating some problem in psychology or mental
science.

Taking, then, the word Zypnotism as it stands, let us con-
sider the usefulness of sleep induced by mental methods. In-
somnia being itself a disease, as well as the result of disease,
and the cause of still more serious inharmony, there will always
be a large number of patients, applying either to physicians or
metaphysicians, who are confessedly in need of sleep and con-
sciously desirous of obtaining it. This numerous class of per-
sons can, in a certain sense, be treated with hypnotic intent at
their own request. To hypnotize such people is not clandes-
tinely to exert an influence over them against their will, or
even without their consent, but to work in answer to their de-
mand to remove whatever obstacle has hitherto prevented them
from enjoying the blessings which flow from peaceful slumber.

The radical distinction to be made plain at this point, be-
tween legitimate and illegitimate hypnosis, is that the former
respects the sovereign right of individual liberty, simply respond-
ing to a preferred request, while the latter is an impertinent,
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domineering attempt to coerce another into blind submission
to the hypnotizer’s will. In treating cases under this head, the
simple affirmations, “ You can sleep,” “You are sleeping,”
“You sleep soundly,” etc., are all that is required; but in
order to render such utterances effective, no matter whether
they are silently or orally pronounced, it is necessary that who-
ever uses them should feel intensely the force of the words he
employs, as much depends upon the firm quality of thought
embodied in the utterance.

For at least nine-tenths of humanity, eight hours’ natural
sleep out of every twenty-four is generally regarded conducive
to mental and physical health; therefore, whatever interferes
with natural entrance into the somnolent condition is of the
nature of disease, and must be removed before a normal condi-
tion can be expressed.

In such cases the hypnotist and subject mentally co-operate
in the fullest sense : their desire is a unit, and one simply assists
the other in fulfilling his own request. In surgical cases, where
hypnotism is employed as a substitute for anasthetics, the re-
lation of the operator to the patient is not essentially different,
for here also there must be conjunction of desire to secure the
best results; and as many persons are afraid of chloroform,
cocaine, and other deadly drugs and vapors, they gladly apply
for rescue from these things to a simple, healthy, mental agent
which lifts them above, instead of sinking them below, their
ordinary plane of waking consciousness.

When treating of the higher phases of this subject, the many
well-attested facts brought forward by numerous authors who
have recently given the matter close attention should be borne
in mind. Most of these point to a condition in which the en-
tranced sensitive is temporarily liberated from the usual bondage

- of the senses, and shows forth the true ego or higher self, which
on the mundane plane of observation only rarely discloses its.
‘beauty of character. If the prejudice against hypnotic experi-
ments were to subside, and its fancied dangers to disappear, it
would soon be discovered that, in the hands of upright men
and women, this subtle force of suggestion would prove itself
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a useful accessory in all branches of therapeutics and in re-
formatory as well as educational activity.

The question now arises whether there is really any subtle:
force or fluid proceeding from the hypnotizer to the subject,
designated by Mesmer as “animal magnetism,” and by Baron
von Reichenbach as “ odic,” or “ odyllic,” force.

A very reasonable theory entertained by some distinguished
students of mental phenomena is, that whenever a brain-cen-
tre is aroused to unusual activity, there is an efflux from that
centre which can be communicated by influx to any receptive
person. Animal magnetism is not the right name for this force.
Human electro-magnetism, v7#/, and psychic force are all better
terms, and express the idea far more correctly. Bulwer Lytton’s.
term vril, employed so frequently in “ The Coming Race,” is a
word clearly derived from the Latin zi7, a superior type of man.
to komo, the common animal man. ¢ Virile” and ¢ virility ”
are words from the same root which deserve better treatment
than they usually receive. To use them justifiably, bearing in
mind their derivation, would be to apply them exclusively to
those loftier human states which distinguish superior from
inferior grades of humanity.

If we were considering the lower phases of hypnotism,
attention might be called to instances of crime committed under-
hypnotic influence ; but these only show that weak-willed, un-
developed, immoral persons may be induced by mental sug-.
gestion to give expression to their own unbridled propensities.
Only two classes of persons can be influenced for evil under
lypnotic pressure : first, those who are criminally disposed and
only waiting opportunity to gratify abnormal propensities, and
secondly, those who are so weak and irresolute that they can
at any time, in any company, be led unresistingly in the wake-
of stronger mentalities than their own.

According to the testimony of the most thorough-going in-
vestigators, the relation of hypnotism to crime is by no means.
great. For this encouraging conclusion we are indebted to
the very constitution of the universe, as well as to the essen-
tial nature of humanity. It is no great triumph for a would-~
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be professor of black magic to make some ignorant, half-im-
becile person his mental puppet ; nor is it any great revelation
of the danger likely to result from a fancied black art, that
some dishonestly disposed person can be made to purloin arti-
cles and secrete stolen property. Such phenomena, though
disagreeable in themselves, are very instructive to the practical
student of psychology, because they throw light upon the real
causes of such phases of misconduct as can by these processes
be made plainly visible.

Leaving this low ground, and dismissing the topic of aber-
rant manifestations of mental power, let us return to our
theme, and consider a few of the arguments favoring the con-
clusion that orderly hypnotic experiments are much more
readily conducted than disorderly ones. The point to be in-
sisted upon just here is, that man, being furnished by nature
with an ineradicable instinct for self-preservation, will at all
times instinctively act to protect himself from threatened dan-
ger. This provision of nature is no less apparent on the sub-
jective than on the objective plane. A second consideration,
based upon a known order of nature, flows from an instinctive
desire for improving our condition, as well as merely preserving
our existence. This instinct of self-improvement, coupled with
the universal instinct of self-preservation, when logically fol-
lowed from premise to conclusion, proves man far more amena-
ble to friendly than to adverse suggestions.

When the public mind has sufficiently recovered from the
effects of its one-sided view of contagion, the actual facts with
regard to infection will stand out in clear relief. There is a
great fundamental law of nature embodied in the theory of
possible contagion, but the popular view of this law is greatly
in need of redemption. Good suggestions may possibly be
found contagious, as well as colds and other ailments.

Having thus far sought to clear away some of the most
formidable and commonly expressed objections to the legiti-
mate employment of hypnosis for curative and educational pur-
poses, let us look a little more closely into the nature of the sleep
induced either by silent suggestion or by verbal utterance, as
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the case may be. Several who have given the subject pro-
longed and careful attention state it as their conviction, based
on the results of repeated experiments, that there is no ap-
preciable difference between ordinary and hypnotic slumber.
So closely do these two states accord that they are regarded by
competent experimentalists as practically identical. This atti-
tude toward hypnotic results leads to the conclusion that hyp-
notic procedure may in some instances prove an adequate
remedy for insomnia. If this be so, it follows that instead of
administering opiates, regarded as dangerous even by the medi-
cal profession, the part of wisdom would be to overcome sleep-
lessness by friendly suggestions of a character calculated to
induce normal repose.

While the ground of non-interference with the rights of
individual will seems firmly established so long as the sugges-
tions made are clearly in the direction of fulfilling one’s own
desire by removing obstacles, yet when we approach another
branch of the main question we may find ourselves in a little
deeper water ; but we venture to decide that this deeper cur-
rent is also clear and not dangerous, though skilful steering
of our bark may sometimes be required.

Interested as all right-minded people are in the prevention
of crime and the vanquishing of error, we are certainly more
than justified in seeking by gentle, persuasive means—such as
mental and moral suasion—to endeavor to awaken the better
impulses within those whose present tendencies are toward
their own injury and the disruption of society.

No jurist would condemn the use even of force to prevent
crime and protect property, because the individual freedom
of no one extends to a right to injure another. No man has
the right to beat his wife, and no woman has a moral right
to flog her children. To curtail lawlessness is not to restrict
liberty, but, instead, to respect the right of general freedom.

Just here an incident comes to mind which serves to illus-
trate the excellent use to which suggestion may be put in cases
where, without its aid, suffering and confusion would ensue.

In California, five years ago, arguments against the employment
12
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of hypnotism in any case were being widely used by opponents
of the hypnotic system. A young physician who took decided
ground in favor of honorable hypnosis gave the writer oppor-
tunity to witness a most beneficial effect produced by decided
suggestion. A man, whose conduct toward his family was das-
tardly in the extreme, was engaged in his favorite pastime of
bullying a sensitive wife and timid daughter, both of whom
were in a delicate condition, and subject to nervous difficulties
for which they were seeking medical aid. The young physician,
assistant to a distinguished specialist in nervous diseases, felt
impressed to call one day, by a subtle sense of need thrust upon
him just as he approached the dwelling. Immediately after
the door had been closed, and he was ushered into the re-
ception-room, he heard a scream in an adjoining apartment;
as it was soon repeated in terrified accents, he went boldly and
quickly into the room whence the sounds proceeded. The
sight which met his gaze called for quick and decisive action.
The man of the house was in the very act of striking his trem-
bling daughter, who was vainly seeking shelter from her father’s
totally unmerited wrath.

The physician determining there and then to prove the effi-
cacy of powerful, silent command, stood in the doorway the
very personification of stern resolve, and concentrated his entire
thought-force upon the sentence, “ You cannot strike a girl.”
The effect of this determined mental act on the part of the un-
expected visitor caused the infuriated man to change color from
vermilion to almost white, while his hand dropped nervelessly
to his side and he burst into a convulsive fit of sobbing. Dur-
ing his sobs he murmured at frequent intervals, ¢ Oh, God,
forgive me ! how could I be such a brute!”

Seeing the instantaneous effect of his suggestion upon the
now thoroughly humiliated and repentant father, the doctor
turned his attention to the daughter, who was trembling vio-
lently and on the verge of hysteria. Without speaking aloud,
he mentally conveyed to her the words, “ You are perfectly
safe and completely at rest.” This sentence, he says, he re-
peated seven times; by this time the girl had sunk into an
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easy chair and was sleeping soundly. As soon as the father
realized the situation he approached the doctor and, cordially
thanking him for his timely presence, said feelingly and with
tears, “To you, sir, I owe my first glimpse of my own higher
self.”

Two years later I heard from the several parties interested,
and the report was that there had been no further discord in
the household ; the father was a changed man, and his wife
and daughter were well and happy. ,

Whatever standpoint this incident be interpreted from, it
is surely an evidence that, when suggestion is made with good
intent by an upright person, the effect produced is to arouse the
better self of one who, for the time being—ignorant of his true
prerogative—is grovelling in unbridled animal impulse.

The true office of suggestion is to awaken possibilities for
greatness and goodness in those who are temporarily the slaves
of error, and objectively unconscious of the subjective good in-
herent within themselves. It is not reasonable to infer that, in
such instances, one will rules over another; on the contrary, an
awakened will appeals to one as yet unawakened; and as all
possess hidden treasures, the higher aspects of hypnotism are
those which bring to hand a simple and efficient means for
arousing dormant moral sensibility as well as intellectual pow-
er, and all that makes for a higher expression of manhood or
womanhood than has heretofore been displayed in the in-
dividual.

The relation of hypnotism to education, in general and in
particular, must be reserved for another essay ; but in closing
this attempt briefly to present the claims of hypnotism as a
moral agent to the thinking populace, I would state that I am
in possession of a considerable fund of information relative to
the successful employment of the higher hypnosis in the train-
ing of dull and backward children, and also in the cure of the
insane.

The thoughtful reader is requested steadily to bear in mind
that what is described as lawful hypnotism is a system of arous-
ing, but never of destroying or weakening, the individual will
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of the person to whom a suggestion is made. Hypnotism may
be attended with dangers, and may be liable to abuse in the
hands of the unscrupulous; but, granting this, what of it?
Can we point to a single great discovery which, though valu-
able in the extreme when used aright, is incapable of being di-
verted into erroneous channels and desecrated to unholy ends
if avarice instead of philanthropy be at the helm? I especi-
ally desire to accentuate the following decided statement : ALL
HUMAN BEINGS ARE SUSCEPTIBLE TO GOOD SUGGESTIONS ;
ONLY THE WEAK AND MISGUIDED CAN BE AFFECTED BY AD-
VERSE SUGGESTION.

Not, then, by condemning hypnotism and warning people
against its alleged abnormal influences, but by seeking to
strengthen the will through cultivation of the highest moral
principles, can we escape unseen dangers and co-operate to lift
the social fabric, which includes each one of us, to a higher

\/ plane of equity, thereby to reach a state of perfect peace.



MONTE SAN SALVATORE.

BY FREDERICK REED.

ONE afternoon early in October of 1887 a carriage drove into
the cobble-paved court of the Hotel du Lac, Lugano, and from
it alighted a young American, evidently expected by the obse-
quious gargon, who at once showed him to one of those com-
modious, high-ceilinged rooms for which the better class of Ital-
ian hotels is celebrated.

In the spring of the same year Gregory Calamus had turned
the key in the door of his Boston law office, and through all
the intervening mounths had been chasing the phantom of rest
from one strange clime to another; but in vain. When increas-
ing sleeplessness and heightening nervelessness had well-nigh
unbalanced his mental faculties, a chance acquaintance had
urged him to seek the shores of that pearl of the Italian lakes,
the Lago di Lugano, for near its peaceful waters he would surely
find the long-sought-for rest and recuperation.

The new hope which this promise had kindled in his life
almost died out as he sank into a chair and listened to the
noises of the street below, which were magnified tenfold by the
overstrained nerves fast approaching their maximum tension.
«It is here as everywhere,” he moaned ; “I cannot sleep here;
I feel it; I know it!”

In sheer desperation he seized his hat and rushed out of the
hotel, turning his face away from the town, going he knew not
where, and caring for nothing save to get away from the noise
and tumult so surely stealing away his reason. With downcast
eyes, on and on he walked at a rapid pace, brushing past the
astonished peasants as though they were no more than trees by
the dusty wayside—until he began to realize that he was alone,
the noisy town and its nightmares left far behind.



182 The Metaphysical Magazine.

Suddenly a voice seemed to call his name from the heavens,
and as he stopped, amazed, lifting his eyes to learn whence the
call had come, there arose before him a majestic mountain—the
Monte San Salvatore—its Titan form mirrored in the clear
waters of the lake out of which it seemed to have but just
arisen. Its gently sloping sides were clothed in the soft green
tints of figs and pomegranates, while, farther up, grape and
wild olive draped the massive shoulders above which towered
the head of sombre gray.

A vague sense of recognition stole over Gregory Calamus,
as though he had suddenly come face to face with One known
and loved but departed long ago. An irresistible attraction
drew him up the mountain-side. On and on he toiled, his eyes
fixed upon that strangely fascinating head, until he reached the
vine-clad bosom which seemed to woo him to its loving em-
brace. Yielding to the impulse, he cast himself down upon a
mass of vines as though he had fallen into the outstretched
arms of a friend whose loss he had long mourned, but who was
now newly found.

An inexpressible feeling of security and rest came over him
as he looked out upon the scene before him. Far, far below
him lay the lake of wondrous beauty, its waters softly bathing
the feet of its master, fevered and travel-stained with some long
journey of love along the dusty highways of an ungrateful world.
Upon the farther shore the little town, now grown beautiful in
the distance, uplifted its gaze toward the sacred mount, as
though awaiting the proper moment to begin its even-song of
adoration. The chilet-dotted mountains beyond were in the
attitude of prayer, while the setting sun veiled its face, the bet-
ter to worship with all nature. The very peace of heaven
brooded down upon the earth, as from the Monastery of the
Sons of God on the opposite mountain-side the vesper bell sent
out its silver call to prayer.

Instinctively Calamus closed his eyes to join the universal
service. A supermundane calm filled his soul. He saw no
more the lake, the town, the mountains; no longer heard he
the monastery bell. The great breast of the mountain heaved
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beneath him ; he felt its heart-throbs, and soon was conscious of
the living presence of Him whom he had seen externalized in
the mountain—the great Master of Israel.

“ Why liest thou here, brother?” said the Master, with
tones full of tenderness, yet strong with an evident desire to
help.

“ Oh, Sire,” was the reply, “I have been, until a moment
ago, greatly perplexed over many things. But now a great
peace has come to me and all my questionings seem to have
been dissipated into this pure atmosphere.”

“ Thou hast, indeed, my brother, lost all thy questionings,
for thou hast come at last to the Mount of the Saviour; and
those who endure to reach that height find the truer, higher self

. through the losing of the lower life.”

“ What Thou sayest is, I doubt not, true ; but it is so new, so
strange to my unaccustomed understanding. Wilt Thou not
tell me what Thou meanest by the Mount of the Saviour, and
the losing of the lower life?”

“ Dost Thou recall that last feast of love of which I partook
with my disciples in the little upper room just before I released
my body from its terrestrial service ? And the cup made sacred
by that sweet communion? Here on this mount these eighteen
centuries that emblem of self-forgetfulness has been the visible
token of my constant presence with the few brave souls who
have longed to know the mystery of life, and to its solution
have given all they have and are.”

“But, Master, to find the key to this mystery must one
abandon the world and betake himself to this solitary moun-
tain? Do not the schools, does not thy holy church, hold this
key to the knowledge of life ?”

“ That key, indeed, she once possessed—possesses now ; but,
alas! her attention has been so turned to outer things that she
long ago forgot how to open up the hidden treasures of the
inner life. Here, on this mountain, all through the centuries a
little band of faithful ones have turned the light and warmth
of faith inward upon the divine germ of life until it has un-
folded to abundant fruitage.”
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¢ But I cannot understand, dear Master, how this should be
a means of blessing to mankind.”

“ Ah| therein lies the secret of our Order’s power. Each
greatly unfolded life sets out to fulfil its mission to its fellows
just as soon as the Divine Voice speaks the word.”

* And does he never return?”

“Never ; unless he so far forget his holy mission as to dis-
close his personality or his origin. In such case he must return
to this Mount of Consecration and lose entirely the life which
before he had but partly put away.”

“ But, Master, tell me, I pray thee, how can this small
Brotherhood prevail against the monstrous evil in the world ?”

“ Ah, my brother, there lies the error at the root of all the
suffering in the world. Of power there is but one, and that is
good. That which ye miscall evil is but the shadowy negation
of the good. Hast thou never thought that God and Good are
one? So, to deny the omnipresence of the Good is to deny
the omnipresence of God.”

“But of man’s nature what canst Thou say, good Master ?
Surely, that must needs be totally depraved if all signs fail
not.”

“To judge by the outer appearance thou surely hast the
right of it. But what thou seest with the eye of sense is not
the man. ’'Tis merely the ever-changing, perishing expression
of the changeless, deathless man within ; only the outer shell,
which covers for a single day the germ of life; the errant instru-
ment which the soul uses for a moment to work out its own
unfoldment and then casts aside.”

“Then is man really pure and good, though apparently so
vile.”

“Aye, verily ! even as God is pure and good ; for, in God's
very image was he made. Nor can he decline from his original
perfection until He, whose expression he is, fall away from
virtue.”

“ Why does the world not know this blessed truth ?”

“The world stands now upon the very threshold of the
knowledge. A few illumined souls there are who await but the
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call to proclaim anew to the world the same gospel which I
brought to mankind in that long-gone century, but which was
so soon corrupted by the selfishness of men. These shall soon
come together upon another Sacred Mount in the New World,
and to them men shall come to learn the truth. Then shall
man know his divine nature; that it needs but to be uncovered
of its excrescences to unfold into fullest power. Then shall he
know that his real self is like the seed which needs only to be
left to the unfailing law of spiritual gravitation to find the ele-
ments necessary to evolve the divine germ of life to its fullest
fruition.”

“ Thou kindlest in my soul a fire of yearning to be one of
that number whose happy privilege it shall be to spread this
saving truth. Canst Thou not direct me to that mountain-top,
or tell me by what sign I may recognize those of this Higher
Truth ?”

“ Thou shalt, indeed, be one of them, my brother. And,
that thou fail not to know these illumined souls, look for the
sign upon the forehead—* All is Good.””

Again the throbs of the great mountain Heart, again the pul-
sations of the giant Breast, as the form grew indistinct and faded
away, leaving Gregory Calamus as it had found him—lying
upon the bed of vines and looking out into space from the side
of Monte San Salvatore. But now the stars were shining
brightly, and, far across the water below, glistened the lights of
the town as if calling to him to descend from the Mount of
Vision and begin at once the mission of the All Good.
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SERIAL ARTICLES.

In the sphere of thought outlined in the January number of THE META-
PHYSICAL MAGAZINE, there are important subjects with scope so far-
reaching as to preclude proper treatment in a single essay.

Metaphysics is all-inclusive. Its ramifications transcend metes and
bounds. Everything observable in Nature has its higher (or metaphysical)
side ; therefore the term is susceptible of universal application. Because of
these facts we have decided to give space in consecutive issues to a number
of articles upon the same topic, believing that the interests of the reading
public will thus be more fully subserved.

At present we are presenting a series of articles by Adolf Brodbeck,
Ph.D., on ** The Ideal of Universities,” translated from the original German
by the author, and much enlarged. The predominating aim of educational
institutions in all ages of civilization is herein considered in the light of its
ethical, moral, intellectual, and scientific bearings on the progress of the
human race. The gradual development of universities from the earliest
days of institutional instruction is historically and accurately traced. The
second article of this valuable collection appears in this issue, and in the
March and subsequent numbers Dr. Brodbeck will discuss the g'rdwth of
the physical sciences, with their dogmatic and semi-dogmatic aspects, their
historic uses, and exact scientific utility ; the fundamental agreement of the
bases and nature of universities with other educational institutions, and the
ultimate limits of the former ; the high technical and high theoretic-practical
schools, and the growing indifference of State and Church to their progress,
with the final separation of the clerical and secular power ; the relation of
universities to modern society ; and the influence of the clerical institutions
of the Middle Ages upon the governmental ones of modern times.
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By special arrangement with Professor C. H. A. Bjerregaard, of the
Astor Library, we are able to present also in this number the first of a series
of essays on the general subject of *“Being.” For this work Professor
Bjerregaard is admirably equipped, both by personal knowledge and individ-
ual research. These articles will contain a review of the history and devel-
opment of the idea, beginning with its most ancient conception and following
the line of its growth from East to West up to its place in modern science.

“ The Religious Training of Children,” by Mrs. Abby Morton Diaz,
president of the Woman’s Educational Union of Boston, will be con-
cluded perhaps in our April number ; though the necessity of correct ideas
on this important matter has been already pointed out in most emphatic
terms. In these days of conflicting theologies and severance from the moor-
ings of tradition, the value of right thinking in the religious instruction of
youth cannot be overestimated. We have reason to believe that this noted
author is fully qualified to point the way. '

Arrangements are being effected for similar treatment of equally impor-
tant subjects by some of the most famous thinkers of the world.

Particulars will be given in due time.

% %k
*

OWING to the unexpected length of some of the articles in this number,
we are obliged to withhold one or two which were announced elsewhere
to appear. They will be published in our next issue, however, together with

a number of others of special interest now in preparation.

* %
*

UNIVERSALITY OF MIND.

Augustus Jay Du Bois, in a recent number of 7%e Century, has this to
say of one of the fundamental tenets of metaphysical science :

“It is admitted as an undoubted fact of science that the universe is so
constructed that any change of position or arrangement of any of its parts
must affect the entire system. This is indeed but a statement of the law of
gravitation itself. If the motion or position of so much as a single particle of
matter is changed, the motion and position of every atom in the universe
must be thereby affected.

“It is also an admitted fact that within our bodies matter itself is subject
to mind—moves and is moved according to the dictates of mind. But since
it is already admitted that to change the motion or position of even a single
atom of matter must affect the entire universe, we are at once obliged to ad-
mit . . . that the entire universe is so constructed that mind not only
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can, but actually does, affect its every part. The action of human volition is
thus a force in the universe. A complete survey of the universe must deal
with this force.

“ But everywhere in nature we observe motions that are not due to human
volition. What can we say of such? Evidently we can only legitimately
conclude, in harmony with what we already know, . . . that since some
of the phenorhena we observe are beyond doubt due to mind, and since such
mind-action affects the entire universe, thereby proving that the universe is
of such a nature that throughout its whole extent mind can and does affect
it, therefore, all the action and motions we observe, whether due to human
volition or not, must likewise be referred by us to the action of mind. This
is the only conclusion in terms of the rest of our knowledge that we can
frame. It is the direct conclusion from admitted facts.

“ We arrive, then, directly from admitted facts, at the conclusion that the
universe in all its parts is the visible manifestation to us of underlying
mind, and hence all interpretation by us of the phenomena of nature should
be guided by the assumption of underlying purpose. . . .

“ The test of the truth of such a conclusion is found in its capacity of ex-
plaining and harmonizing. Every such explanation and harmony furnishes
corroborative proof. This is strictly scientific procedure.

« First, then, this view of the universe as the manifestation of mind, to
which we are directly led from the consideration of admitted facts of science,
accounts for and interprets the idea of uniform action in nature, which is
the basis of all science. When we speak of uniform action we simply as-
sume that in whatever way in the past we may have observed the purpose
which underlies all phenomena to act, if those same circumstances are du-
plicated, we shall infallibly observe again the same action. What can this
mean in terms of will, in terms of knowledge and consciousness, but the ex-
pression of unchanging purpose, acting ever and always in accord with the
conditions? To change the conditions is to observe new or hitherto unob-
served action ; to repeat the conditions is to observe again the same action.
In that which science calls ¢ law,” therefore, we recognize the action of a
supreme will of which all nature is the visible expression, and that which
science calls ‘uniform action’is but the necessary result of unchanging
purpose, acting in view of unchanged conditions. Uniformity is thus the
necessary consequence of that view of the universe to which the admitted
facts of science have directly led us. It is no longer an assumption, but a
necessary conclusion.” . %

*

“ STRENGTH results alone from the mind’s intention. If you remove
{(from conduct) the purpose of the mind, the bodily act is but as rotten wood ;
wherefore regulate the mind, and then the body will spontaneously go
right.”—Buddia.
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THE SPHINX.

And still she sits, with glad calm eyes untroubled
As of old ; and still the ages ceaseless
Clamor : “ Why, from whence, and whither come and
Go my people thus? Why grow the flowers
Of hope from out the graves of broken hearts ?
Whence comes this morning wind, each dawn blown in,
Its rippling laughter mixed with damning curse ?
And whither, God, oh ! whither, ends this dry
Parched road that cuts the line of sky and earth ? ”
The glad calm eyes look on, and through ; and back,
And back, and back, the echoes of a voice—

1 am, Myself, the answer to your cry.”

. —Grace Shaw Duff.
*

FroM “ The Ethics of Study,” in Lucifer, we quote the following :

“ We must be at home with ourselves, at home in ourselves, before we
can profitably study. One has often noticed the light-headedness of the ants,
and their preoccupied and undignified way of hurrying forward, whichever
way you turn their heads. Their only object seems to be to get on as fast as
possible, to lose no time, not caring particularly whither, so long only as
they are getting on. Let us consider the ways of the ant to avoid them.
The ant never thinks of trying to see exactly where it is—of trying to see
exactly where it wishes to go; it hastens off, on the contrary, with absolute
light-headedness, in any direction you choose to put it.

“ We should do exactly the reverse. We should, before all things, try to
look steadily round us; try to see what we can make out of this very mys-
terious life of ours; try to see where we are, before hurrying into this or
that course of study, with the light-headedness of the ant. If the end and
aim be life—a rounded, harmonious, and gracious life—then the first means
to this end is an understanding, a grasp of life ; and the first step is a con-
siderate, thoughtful view of things, a quiet looking round to see where we are,
to take our bearings in this fluid, moving world. And, as we can know in-
comparably more about our own life than about anything else around us, it
would seem the part of wisdom to begin with it; to try to be more at
home with ourselves and in ourselves. Studies will be useful if they help
us to do this, but harmful if they hinder it. Studies will be helpful if they
make us more at home with ourselves and in ourselves: if they help us to see
where we are. But they will be positively injurious if they lead us away—
if they lead us to overlook our own life, in following one of the hundred paths
of fancy, in the light-headed spirit of the ant. For the ant has always its
homing instinct to bring it back again, while we, having lost our instinct,
may wander endlessly.”
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“[F you say I am young and tender, and the time for seeking wisdom is
not come, you ought to know that to seek true religion there never is a time
not fit.”"—Buddha * :

*_ %
*

SWAMI VIVEKANANDA.

Swami Vivekananda, Hindu delegate to the Parliament of Religions at
the World’s Fair, has been delivering a course of lectures to distinguished
audiences throughout the country since the close of the Columbian Exposi-
tion. From a recent issue of the Hindu Patriot, of Calcutta, India, we
quote as follows :

“ A grand demonstration took place yesterday in the Town Hall in honor
of Swami Vivekananda. The meeting was called under the auspices of the
Dharma Mandali Sabka by several leading Hindu gentlemen, and Raja
Peary Mohun Mookerjee, C.S.1., presided, supported by several well-known
speakers. It was a unique demonstration, and it ought to remove the re-
proach often levelled at our young men that their sceptical indifference to all
matters spiritual has been carried too far, and it must be valued as a signifi-
cant sign of the times that unmistakable indications of a revivalistic spirit
and religious awakening are to be met with on all sides with the march of
material progress in the country.

“ Whether the channels adopted are by far the best must not trouble us
for a moment so long as the depth and genuineness of the movement cannot
be doubted. There can be but little room for doubt when ardent and youth-
ful devotees of the type of the Swami have the possession of the field, and
the harvest is bound to be plentiful when the workers multiply.

“The object of the meeting, as we view it, was to afford opportunities
for emphasizing the religious revival, for to an ascetic, devoid of all earthly
vanities and imbued with the teachings of the Gita, human praise and human
censure are alike matters of indifference. We owed it to ourselves to hold
a demonstration, not so much by way of honoring the Hindu who has ex-
plained Hinduism in the far West, but as demonstrating the value of the
work, and the necessity of its development. Although somewhat late in the
day we have no doubt this demonstration will bear excellent results.”

The March number of THE METAPHYSICAL MAGAZINE will contain an
article from the pen of this distinguished Oriental.

* ¢ Selections from Buddha,” by Max Mtiller, published and for sale by The
Metaphysical Publishing Company. Cloth, 75 cts.
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SWEDENBORG : With a Compend of His Teachings. Edited by B. F.
Barrett. 320 pp. Cloth, 40 cts. Swedenborg Publishing Ass’n,
Philadelphia.

This is the twelfth volume of the Swedenborg Library, and is a valuable
compendium of the teachings of the greatest scholar of his age. The entire
work is condensed into twelve volumes, pocket size, and contains excerpts
from the writings of the master on all his favorite subjects. The world has
scarcely yet awakened to a full appreciation of Swedenborg’s legacy to
mankind, probably owing to the fact that the tomes presented to the public
containing the works of this author have heretofore been so massive. As the
pith of the illustrious author’s works is here presented in a most. convenient,
attractive, and concise form, the work is especially recommended to students
and travellers.

MIND, THOUGHT, AND CEREBRATION. By Alexander Wilder,
M.D. 16 pp. Paper,1octs. [For sale by The Metaphysical Publish-
ing Co.]

As a refutation of the materialistic philosophy and an exposure of its fal-
lacies, this brochure is excellent. The author shows conclusively that the
mind is something wholly superior to and independent of the brain, or ma-
terial organism — transcending matter, space, and time. In proof of this he
cites the famous case of Dr. Tanner, whose intellect at the close of his forty
days’ fast was as vigorous as ever. Dr. Wilder also points out the inconsist-
ency of those reasoners with whom it is the custom to decry metaphysics,
but who invariably find it necessary to evolve a metaphysical system of their
own to buttress and explain their theories.

SPIRITUAL LAW IN THE NATURAL WORLD. By Eleve. 192
pp. Cloth, $1.00; paper, 5o cts. Purdy Publishing Co., Chicago.

Metaphysical healing is explained in this little book in a manner at once
accurate and simple. The author begins with a statement of the funda-
mental principles which underlie the philosophy of mind cure, and ends by
giving full directions for treating various specific diseases. The chapters are
arranged in the form of actual lessons, showing the universality and omnipo-
tence of spiritual law, and proving that no sickness, sin, or suffering can be-
fall those who clearly apprehend its nature and operation.
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ANGER. By Aaron M. Crane. 16 pp. Paper, 5cts. [For sale by The
Metaphysical Publishing Co.]

This is * an analysis of the words of Jesus Christ concerning anger, as
given in the Sermon on the Mount,” in which are set forth, in brief form,
some important points in the Master's teaching which elsewhere have been
either overlooked or improperly interpreted. The author’s rendering of ob-
scure scriptural passages throws much new light on the subject.

DIVINE LIFE AND HEALING. By Eugene Hatch. 178 pp. Cloth,
$1.00. Christian Science Publishing Co., Chicago.

This is a work of six lengthy chapters, the title of each being a quota-
tion from the Bible. The text itself is also liberally enriched with biblical
phrases and passages, betokening a profound knowledge and admiration of
the sacred volume on the part of the author. The aim of this work is to ex-
plain the teachings and works of Christ from the standpoint of Christian sci-
ence. It presents much valuable evidence, with quotations from various
authors, against the use of drugs in the treatment of disease.

GOD’S IMAGE IN MAN. By Henry Wood. 258 pp. Cloth, $1.00. Sixth
edition. Lee & Shepard, publishers, Boston.

This volume claims to give * some intuitive perceptions of truth,” in a
most attractive, pure, and elevated style. The new theology of evolution—
physical and spiritual—is outlined in a reverent spirit which is both broad
and progressive. These characteristics may be said to distinguish all of this
author’s works, but the present book is instinct with a spiritual vitality pe-
culiarly its own. Modern scientific methods of reasoning on such subjects as
relate to man’s origin, nature, and destiny, are applied in a logical, practical,
and popular manner.

THE IMMANENT GOD: An Essay. By Horatio W. Dresser. 35 pp.
Paper, 30 cts. Published by the author.

This interesting essay was the second in a course of lectures delivered in
Boston during the past year under the general title, * Talks on Life in its
Relation to Health.” The paper is designed to emphasize certain funda-
mental truths of the inner life on their practical side. It is a revised edition
of the original lecture, and should prove helpful to all interested in the sub-
ject of which it treats.

TEMPLE TALKS. Vol. I. By One of the Magi. 51 pp. Paper, $1.00.
Hermetic Publishing Co., Chicago.

These “ Talks " are edited by W. P. Phelon, M.D., and are offered to
those who “ believe it is possible for the wisdom of the past to become once
more a factor.in the living energy of the present.” They are sincerely and
earnestly presented, and aim to lead thought out of the mists of illusion into
the realm of the invisible real.
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The Lord’s Supper

Its Form, Meaning, and Purpose
according to the Apostle Paul.

By WILLIAM ROBSON.

Third Edition. Cloth, 75 Cents.

This remarkable little book defines Paul’s
actual meaning in his phrase, ‘ the body
of Christ.” It also gives the correct trans-
lation of the word koinonia, and explains the
‘“ breaking of bread.” A critical and exhaust-
ive examination of many other obscure pas-
sages is also given, the author concluding
with a discussion of the Master's object in
the institution of His supper, and of the
organization of the Church.

Post-paid to any address on receipt of price.

The Metaphusical Publishing Go.,
503 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK.
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Zenia the Vestal.

By MARGARET B. PEEKE, author of ** Born of Flame,” etc.; assisted by the Brother-
hood and by order of the Hierophant Egyptian and Alcantras of Grenada, under
direction of the Algerine. This is a book embodying the occult laws of spiritual
development, as given by the wise men of other lands, some of which laws are
now presented in English for the first time. The vehicle of these teachings is a
story, scenes of which are laid in Europe, but the characters are American.
Titles of some of the chapters : Fate, Alps, Destiny, Reunion, Hermitage, Vibra-
tions, Paris, Interlude, Egypt, Flight, Prophecy, Chamouni, Insights, Madeira,
Farewell, St. Cloud, Anticipation. Price, in handsome cloth, $2.00.

“The ‘ Arabian Nights’ of occultism! This is a weird and fascinating book, holdinf upon its pages

a ‘spell’ superior to that we have ever before encountered, in the perusal of occult lore. Intermixed with

charming narrative, its words of wisdom sparkle and gleam like diamonds, and we feel that a door will

open within the intellectual retreat of those readers who careful% watch for the glimpses of truth as they
appear throughout this inspired book. One reading will not suffice for him who ‘seeks to find.’ *Zenia
the Vestal’ has a work to do, and in its silent appeals to man’s inner consciousness it will prove of more
lasting benefit than hundreds of its predecessors in the same lines of thought. It strenghens and inspires
faith in the ever watchful guardians who hold our lives within their keeping and control. It removes the
cloak coverinimany mysteries, and teaches the earnest seekers after truth to feel that they must indeed
‘seek first the kingdom of God or heaven, and all else shall come !’ "—Wade's. Fiber and Fabric.

It is Possible.

By HELEN VAN ANDERsON. Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents.
A delightful story which reveals a wonderful insight into child life.

Mrs. Van Anderson proves her power in this wonderful book. Her picturing of child life will bear the
most critical comparison with the most popular books of the day in the same line. But the strong point
of ‘It is Possible” is its clean and fearless claim for the freedom of woman and the individuality of
woman. Mary Temple, Carol Evans, and Aunt Creesh are ideal characters made flesh, and are practical
exemplars for every woman's study.

‘**It is Possible,’ by Mrs. Helen Van Anderson, is a story written evidently by a thinker of more than
usual ability.”’—/nter-Ocean, Chicago.

‘It is Possible’ is a work deserving of a large sale and of being widely read. No one can read the
book without partaking, in some measure at least, of the intense spirituality which pervades the story.”

—American Farm News.
The Right Knock.

By HELEN VAN ANDERsON. Cloth, $1.25.

This qxtmordinargobook is in its sixth edition, and has already won for its author no inconsiderable
fame. It is a fearless book, holding up to the eyes of the reader mistakes and errors of religious belief
that have long been accepted as holy and beyond judgment, It is, in'fact, a vivid and startling picture of
the difference between the letter and the spirit of Christianity. It dissects and analyzes in so simple and
yet so logical a manner as to carry conviction to every reader. It is a story of life, with life pictures of
religion, phllosol)hy, and love, so skillfully intermingled as to maintain the reader’s interest and admira-
tion to the very last page. :

{‘If a book comes from the heart it will contrive to reach the heart.” —CARLYLE.

“““The Right Knock ’ is presented with no other apology than this, it has come from the heart.”
—Author's Preface,

’
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Forbes of Harvard.

By ELrerT HUBBARD. Cloth, $1.25 ; paper, 30 cents.

In ** Forbes of Harvard " Mr. Elbert Hubbard has produced a work which has won the unqualitied
praise of all lovers of clean, wholesome, and elevated fiction. Below we give some critical opinious of
this most delightful work.

**Forbes of Harvard." A delicate and artistic piece of work, full of high-toned sentiment, good-
natured and finely shaded character drawing.”'—Svracuse Herald.

** The book has a flavor of Concord, and the influence of Emerson, the Alcotts, and Thoreau is telt
throughout it. It is philosophical, moral, religious, and social in its bearings, but no one of these matters
is given undue precedence.'—Boston Times.

** The author of * Forbes of Harvard ' has succeeded in doing what very few writers have done. He
has told a bright, clever story by means of a series of letters. lustead of describing his characters he has
let them reveal themselves in their epistles.”"— 7he Vet Yord 1 vice.

*** Forbes of Harvard’ is a series of letters written by different persons, one of whom ix at Harvard,
aud tells in an interestingly vivid way a neat and good story, sure to be read with pleasure.”

—Detrort News-Tr thune.
The Law of Laws;
Or, Origin, Nature, and Destiny of the Soul. By Prof. S. P. Watr. Cloth, $1.350.

In this remarkable work no theory is offered, but attention is invited to the operation of certain prin-
ciples that are as fixed, orderly, and enduring as the laws of any science.  Professor Wait is a keen rea-
soner, subtle thinker, and profound scholar, and _this book will put the Bible for many in an entirely new
light. The Overshadowing Power of God is set forth as the Law of laws, the involuntary principle which
is the cause of all phenomena of so-called natural evolution, thus supplying the missing link which
makes science religious and religion scientific. The progressive creation of maun is pointed out, as ex-
emplified in the universal history of the race and in the travail of each individual soul.

Psychics :
Facts and Theories. By Rev. Mixot J. Savace. Cloth, $1.00: paper, 50 cents.

A thoughtful discussion of psychical problems.

‘“So vital, so in touch with the best thought of the day, so clear and elevated in its outlook, and so
earnest in its portrayal of new truth, that it may fairly be regarded as the keynote of a new conception of
the purpose and destiny of life.”"—Roston Budget.

‘A new contribution of value to a class of literature that is becoming very important.”
. —Raltimore Sunday Ne:ws.

THE ARENA FOR 1895

will contain several notable and valuable papers on Psychical Phenomena, Occultism,
and Metaphysics. In the February number will appear the first of a series of four

papers on
The Dynamics of Mind:

The Influence of Thought upon the Physical Body. By Hrxky Woon, the author
of ‘‘Ideal Suggestion,” ** Natural Law in the Business World,” ** God’s Image in
Man.” These papers will deal with data the author has collected, showing the
influence of the mind in the cure of disease.

True Occultism:

Its Place and Use. Is a series of three important papers on the subject by
MARGARET B. PEEKE, the author of ** Zenia the Vestal.” Tur ARENA, 50 cents a
number; $5.00 a year. Send 10 cents for sample, and ask for particulars of our
Portrait Catalogue and Prospectus for 18gs.

THE ARENA PUBLISHING CO.,
Copley Square, Boston, Mass.
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HARMONY.

A monthly magazine devoted to truth,
an exponent of the Divine Science of
Infinite Spirit, and the Christ method
of healing.

In America, one year, $1.00; single
copy, 10 cents. In Australia and Great
Britain, one year, ss.; single copy, 6d.

Suitable advertisements at current
rates.

M. E. & C. L. CRAMER,

Editors and Publishers,
328 Seventeenth Street, San Francisco, California.

BOOKS BY M. E. CRAMER.

Lessons in Science and Healing. A practical treat-
ise on Divine Science and Healing. Cloth, 258 pages,
$1.50.

Basic Statements and Health Treatments of Truth.
Contains treatments applicable toall conditions. Cloth,
50 cents.

CHOICE, SCIENTIFIC, HELPFUL.

Henr}_f_\_)Vood’s
Books.

Ideal Suggestion Through Mental
Photography.
Fourth Edition. Octavo, Cloth, $1.25.

God’s Image in Man.
Sixth Edition. Cloth, $1.00.

Edward Burton. A Novel
Sixth Edition. Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 cents.

The Political Economy of
Natural Law.
Third Edition. Cloth, $1.25.

Sold by booksellers, or sent, post-paid, on veceipt of

price by the publishers,

LEE & SHEPARD, . . . Boston.

A $1 Magazine for 3oc.

Send 30 cents and names of 6 people who might sub-
scribe, and we will send you THE S$t. Loulis MAGA-
ZINE a full year. The price of the magazine is $1 a year.
A sample copy and Aluminum Charm (dime size) with
the Lord’s Prayer coined in smallest characters, sent for
10 cents, silver or stamps.

ST. LOUIS MAGAZINE,
2819 Olive Street, ST. LOUIS, MO.

THOUGHT. spage magazine. 81 per year.
UNITY.
WEE WISDOM. ™ & o et year.

16-page paper. S50 cents per year.

Published by
UNITY BOOK CO., Kansas City, Mo.

THE LIFE.

A NEW CHRISTIAN SCIENCE WEEKLY.

One Dollar a Year.

Devoted to the unfoldment of life and power in man, through the pure doctrine of Christian Metaphysics.
The scientific interpretations of the International Bible Lessons, by the Editor, appear each week.
A. P. BARTON, Editor and Publisher, 501 and 502 Nelson Block, Kansas City, Mo.

The World’s Advance-Thought and
- The Universal Republic.

LUCY A. MALLORY,
Editor and Publisher,
PORTLAND, OREGON.

FIFTY CENTS PER YEAR.
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The NeW —mm
Commonwealth.

‘¢

THE Great Reform Paper of New
York. A Leading Representative
of Economic Thought and Exponent
of the Principles of a New Co-operative
Civilization. :

Subscription, 50 cents a year.
Sample copies free.

IMOGENE C. FALES,

Editor and Publisher.

Address
Bensonhurst, P. 0. Box 7, N. Y.

New Commonwealth,

The Way Out of
Slavery is through
Co=operation.

-«

HE GRANDER AGE CO-OPERATIVE COL-
ONY at Handsboro, Mississippi, carries on
farming, manufacturing, printing and publish-

ing, ship-building, and many lines of business. This
colony was organized and located by Sumner W. Rose,
editor of

THE GRANDER AGE

(formerly the HoosIER BLADE, of Greensburg, Indiana),
the paper published by and representing the colony.
The paper is one of the strongest reform papers pub-
lished, and believes in direct legislation, or the Rwle of
the People through the INITIATIVE, REFERENDUM,
AND IMPERATIVE MANDATE. It also believes in
a compact union of all reform forces for the great polit-
ical battle of 1896. Send 10 cents for a trial trip of twelve
weeks, and learn how to become free and independent
people, with a free and independent government under
(not over) you. Address .

' THE GRANDER AGE,
Handsboro, Mississippi.

The Influence of the Zodiac Upon Human Life

By ELEANOR KIRK.

Although countless volumes have been written upon the subject of Astrology, this is the
only book which states the simple principles of the Zodiac in simple terms, making the
entire matter clear to the average understanding.

This volume indicates the Location, Characteristics, and Influence of each Sign of the
Zodiac, giving the Days which each sign governs, and the Gems and Astral Colors associated

with each.

The Diseases of the Body, how to Cure them, and the Faults of Character incidental to

the different Domains.

The Methods of Growth for each human being.
The Domains from which Companions, Husbands, and Wives should be selected.
The Characteristics of Children born in different Domains, and the Conditions to be

observed in their Care and Education.

The personal Ability and Talent of the individual with referénce to Domestic, Social,

and Business success.

This work is the result of profound research, and in its preparation the author has been

largely assisted by J. C. Street, A.B.N.

Bound in Special Cloth. Price, $1.50.

PUBLISHED AND FOR SALE BY

THE IDEA PUBLISHING COMPANY,

696 Greene Avenue, - - -

Brooklyn, N. Y.
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THE

(Gestefeld Library & Publishing Co.,

29 WEST 26TH ST., NEW YORK,

DEALERS IN

Divine Science, Theosophical, and Ganeral Ocealt Works,

Just Published: THE LEPROSY OF MIRIAM.

By Ursura N. GESTEFELD, author of ‘‘* The Woman Who Dares.”

The Gestefeld Subscription and Circulating Library

SUPPLIES ALL THE LEADING WORKS ON

DIVINE SCIENCE, METAPHYSICS, HYPNOTISM,
THEOSOPHY, . OCCULTISM, PALMISTRY.
ASTROLOGY,

TERMS: $5.00 per year, or two cents per day.

Books sent to any part of the country.

Designs furnished for Occult Symbols, for Stamping Stationery.

Catalogues and full particulars, post-paid, on application.

Masterpieces of Metaphysical Literatare.

Practical Healing for Mind and Body.

By JANE W. YARNALL. 8vo, cloth, $2.00.

This book is just what its name implies : it is one of the
most satisfactory and instructive works ever published on
mental healing.” Its explanations of principle are so terse
and practical that no one of ordinary perception can fail
to understand its teaching.

A prominent physician writes: “I have been for four
years industriously seeking a rational solution of the
problem of healing through mind, and have witnessed
many proofs that it is not a delusion, but never found the
rational solution till the book, ‘Practical Healing,’ was
placed in my hands. Since reading the book I am
astonished at the stupidit'y I have been guilty of, as well
as my brothers in the profession.”

Between the Lines.

By HANNAH MoORE KoHAUS. 8vo, paper, only 5o cents.

Is a condensed treatise on Life and Health as the
Truth of man’s being. There is food for reflection in
every word, as well as full and direct instruction how to
obtain the best and most enduring results from the appli-
cation of Divine Truth,

‘‘ ‘Between the Lines’ is so clear and simple a little
child can understand. T hope the author may continue
to write. Our ideas of God, and our relations to him,
have been greatly cleared of the mist or fog that sur-
rounded them, by reading her explanations.”

F. M. HARLEY PUBLISHING COMPANY,

Suite 409, 87-89 Washington St., Chicago,
HEADQUARTERS FOR

Metaphysical, Theosophical, Occult, and all advanced

literature. A full line of the famous

¢ WHITE CROSS LIBRARY.”

(YOoUuR Forces AND How To Use THEM.)
By Prentice Mulford.
Send for Catalogue.

Always on hand.

ANTIQUITY
UNVEILED,

THE MOST IMPORTANT
REVELATIONS CONCERN-
ING THE TRUE ORIGIN
OF CHRISTIANITY.

In this Volume the
Scriptures are traced to
th?llrnsourﬁe—th} %l::;:
and Doctrines o
tian religion, as well as APOLLONIUS OF TYANA.
the mere ancient religions, are shown to have origi-
nated in Heathen Mythology and Sun Worship.

After a perusal of this work, the unprejudiced reader
will see the reasons for the agitation which is disturbing
the harmony of the religious world at the present time
on the question of the higher criticism of the Bible.

WHAT IS SAID ABOUT THE BOOK.
“ The historical data given are in themselves a marvel.”
—The Banner of Light, Boston, Mass.

*The book is bound to create a stir.”” .

—The Better Way, Cincinnati, Ohio.

““The book is bristlinﬁ with points. It shows where
the early Christians found the mytbs and rites which they
adopted.”—The Truth Seeker, N. Y

‘““ Having traveled over the entire historical ground
with diligent care, I find the positions taken in your
book mainly true.”—G. W. BROwWN, M.D., Author of
‘“ Researches in Oriental History.”

625 Pages, Cloth and Gilt, Price, $1.50. Postage, 12 Cts.
Address all Orders to
ORIENTAL PUBLISHING CO., PHILADELPHIA, PA.

AGENTS WANTED. P. 0. BOX, 446.
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W. J. COLVILLE

IS OPEN TO ENGAGEMENTS FOR

Lectures on Metaphysical, Ethical, and Reformatory Topics

(SINGLY OR IN COURSE).
For all particulars, address Terms very moderate.
W. J. COLVILLE,

18 Huntington Ave., Suite 4, BOSTON.

COPLEY METAPHYSICAL COLLEGE,

18 Huntington Avenue,
Opposite New Public Library. BOSTON.

MRS. F. J. MILLER, President, is in" her office daily from 10 A.M. till 12 M. to receive visitors and transact
business. Classes formed monthly for practical instruction in Divine Science of Health. Private instruction
by appointment. Lending library ogen daily during office hours. Approved literature on sale.

\W. J. Colville is associate teacher with"Mrs. Miller in this Institute.

WHITE CROSS LITERATURE.

THE OTHER WORLD AND THIS. A compendium of spiritual laws, and the most original and instructive book
of the White Cross Literature. It delves into the mysteries of spiritual life, and the equally subtle laws govern-
ing human organization. 12mo, cloth, $1.50.

A MAN AND HIS SOUL. By T.C. CRAWFORD, author of ‘ Senator Stanley's Story,” *“ The Disagpearauce Syndi-
cate,” etc. In this occult romance we have a combination of pictures of the real and the ideal, drawn by «a
master hand. The introduction of the hero to his immortal soul, and the consequent results, can be accepted
by all as a lesson of high living and high thinking, however one may regard the possibility of such an event.
12mo, cloth, with frontispiece, $1.00. .

THE DISAPPEARANCE SYNDICATE, Etc. By T. C. CRAWFORD. This remarkable tale, together with that
of “Senator Stanley’s Story,” which is published with it, was issued in serial form in the Cosmopolitan, and
has made a world-wide reputation for the author. It is elegantly printed on wood-cut paper and profusely
illustrated. 12mo, cloth, $1.25.

THE DEAD MAN’S MESSAGE. By FLORENCE MARRVAT, author of “ The Risen Dead,” * There is no Death,”
etc. This famous authoress has written many romances of the marvelous, but nothing from her pen has equaled
this wonderful occult story. 12mo, cloth, g1.00. .

THE_FREED SPIRIT. By MARY KvLE DALLAS, author of “ The Devil’s Anvil,” “ The Grinder Papers,” etc.
This is a collection of the occult experiences of the author and her friends. Some of the stories are almost too
marvelous for belief, and all are mysterious, wonderful, and startling. 12mo, cloth, $1.00.

A BANKRUPT HEART. A Novel. By FLORENCE MARRYAT. 12mo, cloth, $1.25.
Sent, post-paid, on receipt of price.
Complete Catalogue of Occult Works and Popular Fiction sent on application.

CHAS. B. REED, Publisher, 164, 166 & 168 Fulton Street, New York.

DR. GEORGE ALFRED LEE,,
Dentist,

IS NOW DOING A LARGE AND INFLUENTIAL BUSINESS AT

18 Huntington Avenue, - - - - - - BOSTON.

All who require high-class dental work at moderate prices will do well to call on Dr. L.ee, who, during the
past year, has built up an unusually fine practice at the above address, one of the most central locations in Boston.
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THE

School of Philosophy and E%pression,

S. P. Warr, Pres. Mrs. S. P. Warr, Sec. and Treas. Mme. A. C. Potg, Vice-Pres.

EIGHTH ANNUAL SUMMER SESSION.

June 1 to November 1, 1895.

OST delightful location, overlooking the Hudson River, equally easy of access from
Boston or New York ; within a half hour’s ride from Saratoga or Lake George, being
situated midway between these noted resorts. Buildings furnished with all the modern con-
veniences. Every environment favorable for quiet recreation. Many new and desirable
rooms are about to be added to the main building especially for the comfort and care of
those who come for rest and treatment.

Regular lectures will be given by Professor WAIT on subjects relative to the Soul, and
the development of its powers and possibilities.

Madame PoOTE will have charge of the Department of Expression, and will give a
thorough course of lessons and exercises in the Delsarte Philosophy, Melody in Speech,
and Physical Culture, throughout the season.

Send for Catalogue with schedule of lessons, lectures, terms, etc.

Address all communications to
S. P WAIT,
ForT EDWARD, N. Y.

MME. AURILLA COLCORD POTE,

«....503 Fifth Avenue, New York.

TEACHER OF 8¢
VOCAL AND DRAMATIC ART.
MELODY IN SPEECH.

BIBLE, SHAKESPEARE, AND ALL BRANCHES OF
READING.

Physical Culture a Specialty.




The Light of Truth.

CINCINNATI, OHIO.
C. C. STOWELL, - - - - Publisher.

This is the largest spiritualist weekly in the world.

It is a compendium of philosophic essays on the higher teachings of Spirit-
ualism ;

Of the phenomena transpiring in the presence of mediums ;

Of the practical workings of the cause of Spiritualism ; and

Of all that tends to elevate mankind to a higher level.

Only $1.00 a Year. Sample Subscription, zsc. for

Address C. C. STOWELL,
206 Race Street, Room 7, CIN

Science, not Sentiment; Truth, not Tradition.

THE ROSTRUM.

Published Monthly. One Dollar per Annum.

RELIGIO-PHILOSOPHICAL magazine, designed to promote health and pros-

perity, and to advance the possibilities of man through spiritual enlightenment.

It refutes the sense-testimony of man as incompatible with Spirit’s impeccable law,

and demonstrates in comprehensive language man’s spiritual supremacy over the

extrinsic world in the mitigation and abolition of the results of the abnormal ver-

dicts of the fleshly mind. It is a monitor of spiritual thought and an interpreter
of the “signs of the times.”

SAMPLE COPY ON APPLICATION.

SON, Editor,
21 - - - Bl"OOklyl‘l, N. Y.
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