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INTRODUCTION BY THE EDITOR XV

to speak of the influence that had been exercised by Lahiri
Mahashai, in guiding the thoughts and aspirations of these repre-
sentative Bengali gentlemen, and of their disciples in Bengali
society. That influence was altogether a wholesome one. It
taught men to become, not merely reformers in the ordinary
sense of the term—not merely teachers of a destructive creed
that is only critical without being sympathetic—but also better
citizens and better men, with earnest longings for intellectual
and moral progress, yet not without full appreciation of all that
was best in the past, and a Conservative desire to retain and
improve it.
RorER LETHBRIDGE.
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RAMTANU IN KRISHNAGAR 39

Kesava’s home was at Chetla near Kalighat; and to
him they represented the necessity of his younger
brother being taken there. So at the age of twelve
the subject of this biography left his native city for
Chetla.
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RAMTANU’S SCHOOLDAYS IN CALCUTTA 353

reasoning], but they were quite ignorant of the Vedas,
so much so that few of them knew the meanings of the
Vedic words they used in their prayers.”

On the one hand there was this spiritual torpor in Cal-
cutta, on the other there was a good deal of excitement
attending the religious innovations introduced by Raja
Rammohan Roy. Though the life of this great re-
former is well known to the public, still we deem it
necessary to say briefly something of him hereafter in
the appendix, which will contain a short account of most
of the important personages of the time.
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88 LIFE OF R. LAHIRI

be by reason of his creed or colour excluded from high
offices under Government. We quote verbatim the 87th
Section of the Act:

“ And be it enacted that no native of the said terri-
tories, nor any natural born subject of his Majesty,
resident therein, shall by reason onmly of his religion,
place of birth, descent, colour, or any of them, be dis-
abled from holding any place, office, or employment,
under the said Company.”

3
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LIFE FROM 183% TO 1845 10%

respected as the incarnation of the goddess of love and
beauty, and who was admired by all for her firm devotion
to truth, was loved by all that knew her; and all her
acquaintances were deeply anxious for her recovery. But
Fate determined otherwise. She was never to leave her
sick-bed alive. She died surrounded by her children.
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RAMTANU’S LIFE IN CALCUTTA 159

fulfilled his great mission, he fought the good fight,
and is now in the enjoyment of his reward. May it be
our lot to live and die like him, that so we may share
with him that great reward in the eternal Hereafter!

Amen,
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APPENDIX 1 169

really say ¢the gods’? I doubt it, unless he used the language
of Maya, as we also do sometimes, knowing that his friend
would interpret it in the right sense.”

The remaining sentences of Professor Max Miiller’s Note,
about half-a-dozen in number, do not refer to Ramtanu or his
times, but are merely certain criticisms on the Vedantist’s belief
in the gods : and so we omit them here.
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APPENDIX III 22%

« Before receipt of your letter I had seen a newspaper notice of
the death of your venerable father, Babu Ramtanu Labhiri, and
it recalled to my mind the occasion on which I first made his ac-
quaintance—namely, the marriage of his daughter at Krishnagar,
somewhere about 1867, at which I was present. Babu Ramtanu
Lahiri was even then a man advanced in years, and he was one
for whom I entertained a great respect, in common with many
others of my friends at that station.

«I feel it an honour that his family should so far have re-
membered the past days of my acquaintance with him as to
invite me to the memorial service, and I would certainly have
been present had I been in Calcutta. I shall be much obliged by
your communicating to the deceased gentleman’s family my sym-
pathy with them in the loss they have sustained.”

13, 14, 15, 16. ProrEssoR NorMAN CHEVERs, Proressor S.
Loss, ProressorR Rowg, THE HoN. MR GRIMLEY.

Amonc the English sympathisers with Ramtanu Lahiri in his
work of reform in Bengal, the names of these gentlemen ought
to be included.
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